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Malia Santoro and her 92-year-
old mother Anna live happily to-
gether in room 31 at Messiah Vil-
lage. Malia, who is 73, has multiple 
sclerosis, the result of a diving acci-
dent which occurred when she was 
about 20. 
Malia experienced a life-changing 
event while attending the Philadel-
phia Institute of the Bible. On one 
occasion, pictures of New Guinea 
were shown at the school. While 
watching these pictures, Malia re-
ceived a definite call to that primitive 
land and people. Later, she was 
accepted by the New Tribes Mission 
to go to New Guinea. Because of her 
MS, her doctor at first declined giv-
ing his approval. However, he was a 
Christian, and when Malia gave a 
convincing testimony of her call, he 
signed the necessary papers. She 
went to New Guinea. Even though 
she was able to stay only two years 
because of her illness, these were sig-
nificant and fruitful years as she 
labored with the other missionaries 
on the field. 
Malia now has a wide acquaint-
ance of friends and former asso-
ciates. But because of her MS, she is 
unable to communicate with them— 
and here is where Joanne Hollinger 
enters the picture. Erla Stump, our 
2 
director of volunteers, knew about 
Malia's problem. Hearing that 
Joanne can type, Erla arranged for 
her to come to the Village every 
Wednesday with her portable elec-
tric typewriter to type dictated letters 
for Malia. 
Perhaps I should be more specific 
and say that Joanne's mother brings 
her, because Joanne is blind. Born 
two months prematurely in 1950, 
and weighing only three pounds, 
Joanne was placed in an incubator. 
But the oxygen concentration was 
too strong, which resulted in her 
becoming totally blind. (It was not 
until 10 years later that doctors 
understood what had caused her 
blindness.) 
Joanne is a graduate of the Over-
brook School for the Blind in Phila-
delphia, where one of her subjects 
was typing. There, she completed 
her high school education. 
In response to my question as to 
whether she ever feels sorry for her-
self, she responded with an emphatic, 
"No! If I did, I would be bitter, and I 
don't want to be that way." 
How would a mother feel who 
perhaps through the ignorance of 
the medical profession, has a daugh-
ter with the handicap of total blind-
ness? Here was her reply! "I didn't 
question. I recognized that she had a 
handicap, and we accepted what the 
Lord gave us. I also recognized that 
there are many others who are hand-
icapped more seriously than she is." 
I then asked Joanne if she would 
write a word of encouragement or 
advice for readers, especially for 
those who might be experiencing 
problems or are handicapped; and 
here is what she wrote: 
"I just want to say that I know and 
rejoice in my wonderful Savior. My 
favorite Bible verse is 2 Timothy 1:7: 
'For God has not given us the spirit 
of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind' (KJV). 
"Since I was born without sight, I 
am not at all bitter about it. I just 
accept it. Some people who are blind 
or have other handicaps feel sorry 
for themselves, and are difficult to 
get along with because they cannot 
or will not accept it. Just because 
they are handicapped does not mean 
they cannot use their other senses 
and talents. 
"I feel I have been privileged to 
meet Malia. I enjoy typing her letters 
for her. We have many moments of 
togetherness, discussing the ways the 




hy C. W. Boyer 
"I'd like to encourage other peo-
ple to accept their limitations, and 
discover how good it makes a person 
feel to help others." 
Joanne occasionally reads the 
Scripture lesson at their church from 
her Braille Bible. People appreciate 
the feeling and emphasis with which 
she reads. On one occasion, a small 
group gathered in Malia's room, 
enjoyed a reading by Joanne of 
Psalm 46. It was interesting to watch 
her fingers glide over the raised dots 
of the Braille page as she read the 
inspiring words: "God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore will not we fear, 
though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried 
into the midst of the sea. . . And 
on she read to the last verse, "The 
Lord of hosts is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our refuge. Selah." As Ken-
neth Hoover, the photographer, 
ended with prayer, we were all im-
pressed by this worship experience. 
Readers who are encouraged by Joanne's 
story may write a word of appreciation to 
her: Joanne Hollinger, 1263 Hillside Dr., 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. The author, 
C. W. Boyer, a frequent contributor to the 
Visitor, lives at Messiah Village. 
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to give thanks 
by Debbie Fast Wiebe 
To many of us Thanksgiving is a time of deep humility and 
inner struggle. Faced with the reality of human smallness and 
frailty, my burden of humility is great. This feeling of seeming 
insignificance forces me to confront my complete dependence 
on God. I must acknowledge my need to thank him for 
everything, and this means a struggle. I do thank God for my 
health, family and material wealth—all "blessings." But how 
can I give thanks for the pain in my life and the times of 
unanswered prayer? Then I feel more like screaming at God 
than thanking him. 
To overcome this struggle we need to get beyond our con-
cept of thanks as a response mechanism. Our thanksgiving to 
God happens in dynamic relationship with him. In this ongo-
ing and creative relationship we don't simply give thanks 
determined by "cause and effect." 
Israel praised God in thanksgiving for his miraculous help 
and faithful guidance in history. Central to its faith, the 
memory sustained Israel through the desolation of exile. 
But we can't perceive her thanks as only a conditioned 
response to divine help; Israel lived and moved in an 
intimate relationship with Yahweh. The reality of God's 
love, grace and mercy demands that we also seek 
a greater dimension to our thanksgiving. 
At Thanksgiving, a time bursting with abundance, I 
feel almost compelled to thank God for the 
goodness and bounty of harvest. This 
thanks is fitting and necessary. But 
God's creative presence in Scripture 
gives a broader vision to my rela-
tionship with him. Thanks becomes 
more than a response; it is a partici-
pation with God. As a people of God 
we are in active communication with 
him. We aren't simply receivers of 
divine blessing humbled into thanks-
fulness, but people attuned and re-
sponsive to God's presence on earth. 
A striking form, particularly in 
the Psalms, is thanks to God for who 
or what he is, not only for what he's 
done. Praises in thanksgiving speak 
of qualities of God in expressive 
terms. The Psalmist says, "The Lord 
is my strength and my shield . . . 
and I will give thanks to him in song" 
(Psalm 28:7). In Psalm 118:2, we 
find, "I will give you thanks . . . 
you have become my salvation." 
Emphasis on the nature of God sug-
gests a motivation beyond reciprocal 
thanks for divine blessing. Thanks is 
inspired by knowledge of who God 
is. Such knowledge is an integral 
part of the dynamic relationship. 
Christ demonstrated thanks as a 
means of imparting the true nature 
of God to others. With an intimate 
relationship and knowledge of his 
Father, Jesus gave thanks continu-
ally. Following the death of Lazarus, 
he prayed, "Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. I know that you 
always hear me, but I said this for 
the benefit of the people standing 
here, that they may believe that you 
sent me" (John 11:41-42). 
In Romans 1 Paul speaks of the 
godless and wicked people who "sup-
press the truth by their wickedness" 
(1:18). Here again knowledge of 
God is closely bound with thanks (or 
lack of thanks) to him. Paul states, 
"For although they knew God, they 
neither glorified him as God nor 
gave thanks to him, but their think-
ing became futile and their foolish 
hearts were darkened" (1:2). God 
imparts his very nature to us as 
humans. Our response to the offered 
relationship must be one of thanks. 
But God's mystery remains. The 
quest of Job continues, even as 
God's nature is revealed. "Can you 
fathom the mysteries of God? Can 
you probe the limits of the Al-
mighty?' (Job 11:7). The reality of 
God's ultimacy brings another dimen-
sion to our thanksgiving. In awe we 
bring our thanks as an offering, in 
recognition of our relationship to 
God as our Creator. The Psalmist 
repeatedly speaks of sacrificing a 
"thank offering"; thanks itself is laid 
on the altar. "I will sacrifice a thank 
offering to you and call on the name 
of the Lord. I will fulfill my vows to 
the Lord in the presence of all his 
people" (Psalm 116:17-18). In giving 
directions for the fellowship offer-
ing, the writer of Leviticus states, "If 
he offers it as an expression of 
thankfulness, then along with this 
sacrifice of thanksgiving he is to 
offer cakes of bread . . ."(Leviticus 
7:12). As he purified the temple, 
King Hezekiah also gave direction 
for a thank offering: "Then Heze-
kiah said, 'You have not dedicated 
yourselves to the Lord. Come and 
Our thanksgiving 




bring sacrifices and thank offerings 
to the temple of the Lord' " (2 
Chronicles 29:31). The thanks offer-
ing is a vital part of the worship 
experience in these passages. Dedi-
cation to the Lord is the pivotal 
point, but thanks is a necessary con-
sequence and active expression of 
that relationship. 
In this sense, thanks itself becomes 
an act of worship. The writer of 
Hebrews perceived it this way and 
exhorts, "Therefore, since we are 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us be thankful and so 
worship God acceptably with rever-
ence and awe" (Hebrews 12:28). 
But again, even as an act of wor-
ship, thanksgiving is not a one-way 
transaction. Worship as an exercise, 
encompassing the thanks of believ-
ers, is done in the context of a rela-
tionship. Paul has this vision of the 
Lord's Supper: "Is not the cup of 
Thanksgiving for which we give 
thanks a participation in the blood 
of Christ? And is not the bread that 
we break a participation in the body 
of Christ?" (1 Corinthians 10:16). 
The cup representing Christ's blood, 
the "cup of Thanksgiving," is not 
simply received as part of a pre-
scribed ritual. The writer emphasizes 
active involvement; we participate in 
the reality of Christ as we give 
thanks. 
We must still struggle with our 
times of unthankfulness, however. 
In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 we are 
commanded, "Be joyful always; pray 
continually; give thanks in all cir-
cumstances, for this is God's will for 
you in Christ Jesus." Can I possibly 
thank God in all circumstances? 
This seems like asking too much. 
If my thanks is simply a response 
to the "good" gifts of God, it's incon-
ceivable to offer joyful thanks in 
pain or anger. But in the context of a 
relationship I am assured in the 
knowledge of God's goodness. The 
revealed nature of God is a promise 
that all from him is part of that 
goodness. In this assurance I am 
able to truly "be joyful always" and 
"give thanks in all circumstances." 
I'm not reacting to something but 
responding from within. 
The writer of Philippians exhorts 
new Christians to rejoice in all things, 
confident in the knowledge of their 
salvation: "Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let 
your gentleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near. Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanks-
giving, present your requests to God" 
(Philippians 4:4-6). Perhaps this best 
expresses the wholistic nature of our 
thanks-giving relationship to God. 
He is in every part of our lives, hear-
ing our call and our thanks. The 
peace and assurance borne of this is 
surely our greatest cause for thanks-
giving. 
The author is a student at the University of 
Waterloo, Kitchener, Ontario. The article 
was first published in The Mennonite. 




by Ken Letner 
During World War II, William 
Temple, then Archbishop of Can-
terbury, in a radio broadcast de-
clared: "This world can be saved 
from political chaos and collapse by 
one thing only, and that is worship." 
Does his statement sound prepos-
terous? I don't believe so. As a mat-
ter of fact, I believe he would say the 
same thing today. If we would con-
sider the depth and breadth of his 
definition of worship, I believe we'd 
all agree. 
Temple says: "To worship is to 
quicken the conscience by the holi-
ness of God, to feed the mind with 
the truth of God, to purge the imagi-
nation by the beauty of God, to open 
the heart to the love of God, to 
devote the will to the purposes of 
God." 
It is God who is central to his idea 
of worship: the holiness of God, the 
truth of God, the beauty of God, the 
love of God, the purpose of God. 
My intent is not to discuss the rela-
tionship between the worship of 
God and world peace, but to talk 
about the worthy God whom we 
worship. 
Worship means "to attr ibute 
worth" to an object. People can wor-
ship money, a car, golf clubs. We can 
use the word in a title such as "His 
Worship the King" by which we dig-
nify, not deify, a ruling monarch. 
The term is used in some marriage 
covenants—"With my body I thee 
worship." This is a pledge of utter 
loyalty and devotion. 
Now this is using the term in a 
horizontal plane, but when we use it 
in relation to a vertical plane it takes 
on the definition which is most 
familiar to us: to worship God is to 
ascribe to him supreme worth. Why? 
For he alone is worthy. 
The holiness of God 
I will examine worshipping God 
by looking at the parts of William 
Temple's definition cited earlier. "To 
worship is to quicken the conscience 
by the holiness of God." Listen to the 
psalmist's exhortation: "For great is 
the Lord and most worthy of praise; 
he is to be feared above all gods. For 
all the gods of the nations are idols, 
but the Lord made the heavens. 
6 Evangelical Visitor 
Splendor and majesty are before 
him; strength and glory are in his 
sanctuary. Ascribe to the Lord, O 
families of nations, ascribe to the 
Lord glory and strength. Ascribe to 
the Lord the glory due his name, 
bring an offering and come into his 
courts. Worship the Lord in the 
splendor of his holiness; tremble 
before him, all the earth" (Ps. 96:4-
9). "Exalt the Lord our God and 
worship at his holy mountain, for 
the Lord our God is holy" (Ps. 99:9). 
Worship is God-directed. In order 
for it to be God-directed, there needs 
to be that personal, firsthand expe-
rience of God. There needs to be 
conviction. Would you agree that 
the greatest achievement of the 
human soul is to be able to com-
mune with God, to express a sense of 
the reality of the Divine? 
Is God real for you at least in the 
hour that you worship him? In com-
ing to worship, are you aware of 
being in the presence of one who is 
altogether holy? Is there a sense of 
awe and majesty that hushes idle 
talk because you are in God's pres-
ence? To use Temple's words, "In 
worship, is your conscience quick-
ened by the holiness of God?" 
We have an example in Scripture 
of a person describing his worship 
experience, his encounter with the 
Holy God. Isaiah 6:l-9a gives Isai-
ah's vision of the Lord, his call to be 
a prophet. The essence of Isaiah's 
vision is five-fold: verses 1-4—crown-
ing of the Lord God Almighty; verse 
5—contrition of his heart; verses 6-
7—cleansing of his heart; verse 8— 
consecration of Isaiah; and verse 9— 
commission to Isaiah. This has a 
great deal to do with his call, but also 
within these verses are several ingre-
dients of a worship experience as 
one man meets the Lord. 
In worship we exalt the Lord, for 
we are in the divine presence. We 
humble ourselves before the Holy 
God, overwhelmed by a sense of 
unworthiness. God can do some-
thing with those who see what they 
are and know their need for cleans-
ing. He can do nothing for the per-
son who can stand before what is 
holy and not feel unclean. Those 
who would be worshippers of God 
must know forgiveness, not as a doc-
trine, but as an experience. It is a 
forgiven person who meets God and 
responds to his call to action. 
Then in worship, exalting God 
and humbling ourselves, unworthy 
and made worthy, we listen to the 
Word of the Lord (v. 8) and respond 
to his call to action (v. 9). Isn't this 
exactly what should happen as we 
worship the Holy God? 
The truth of God 
"To worship is . . . to feed the 
mind with the truth of God." To feed 
on biblical truths and principles is 
part of the worship experience. As 
you do this you discover the mean-
ing of life. If you were to show me a 
person who lacks meaning in life or 
seems to have no purpose in life, I 
would show you a person who is 
either out of touch with God or has 
never been in touch with him. For I 
believe it is God who gives meaning 
to life. 
As Theodore Parker Ferris says in 
The Image of God, suppose that you 
are attending the opening perfor-
mance of a play, the meaning of 
which impresses you very much. It 
comes to your mind that you would 
like to meet the author. So you ask 
someone, "Where is the author?" No 
one seems to know. You begin to 
search. First you go to the orchestra 
pit, then you go to the stage, search-
T o worship is to 
quicken the conscience 
by the holiness of God; 
to feed the mind with 
the truth of God; to 
purge the imagination 
by the beauty of God; 
to open the heart to 
the love of God; to 
devote the will to the 
purposes of God. 
—William Temple 
ing all over the platform. The author 
does not seem to be present. You go 
to the wings, to the prompter's box, 
then to the dressing rooms. Still the 
author is not to be found. Then you 
think perhaps he is in the darkened 
theater, sitting there watching his 
play from a place where no one can 
see him. You look up to the blinding 
lights and begin walking through 
row upon row of seats. Surely he is 
somewhere, yet he is to be found 
nowhere. You come to the conclu-
sion that the author does not exist, 
or is dead, or has gone far away; he 
seems unconcerned about the play. 
The director suggests, "Friend, if 
you really want to meet the author, 
to know his attitudes and thoughts, 
take a copy of the full play and read 
it. The deeper you go into the play, 
the more you will come to know his 
mind and spirit. You may not shake 
hands with him or see him face-to-
face, but you will meet the real 
author, for you will know his mind." 
That's why the Bible is so impor-
tant, because within its pages we 
meet the one who gives meaning to 
life. 
The beauty of God 
"To worship is . . . to purge the 
imagination by the beauty of God." 
David expressed this so well in Psalm 
27:4—"One thing I ask of the Lord, 
this is what I seek: that I may dwell 
in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of 
the Lord and to seek him in his tem-
ple." So often when we think of the 
beauty of the Lord we are invited to 
look at his creation—the sun, moon, 
stars, earth and its vast beauty, man 
and his intricately designed body— 
but we can't stop there. Isn't this 
only the clothing of the God who is 
Invisible Spirit? 
Can we still have our imagination 
purged with the beauty of God when 
we look at his awesome holiness, his 
limitless love, his unwavering justice, 
his impeccable righteousness? This is 
the God whom we worship. 
The love of God 
"To worship is . . . to open the 
heart to the love of God." God's love 
is incomprehensible and uncondi-
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tional. When we consider these qual-
ities, we ask with the psalmist, "How 
can I repay the Lord for all his 
goodness to me?" (Ps. 116:12). And 
we should reply with the psalmist, "I 
will lift up the cup of salvation and 
call on the name of the Lord. I will 
fulfill my vows to the Lord in the 
presence of all his people" (w. 13-
14). "Praise the Lord, O my soul; 
and all my inmost being, praise his 
holy name. Praise the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits" 
(Ps. 103:1-2). Worship is truly the 
celebration of God's love experienced 
in Jesus Christ. 
I remember the story of a father 
whose home had been made unspeak-
ably happy with the presence of a 
little, curly-haired daughter. He 
found the tiresome toil of succeeding 
days transformed into a labor of 
love. His earnings were modest, but 
each homecoming was made a joy, 
for he knew someone awaited his 
arrival at home. The first glimpse of 
the cottage revealed an expectant 
face at the window—a little nose 
pressed flat against the glass. One 
day he received a modest bonus 
from his employer. Now he would 
buy some toys that he had longed, 
desired, for his only child to enjoy. 
How happy the child was also—in 
fact, her supper was forgotten and 
her bedtime delayed. But imagine 
the father's disappointment upon his 
arrival the next evening—no baby 
face at the window. What had hap-
pened? Was baby sick? He ran to the 
house, threw open the door, then 
heaved a sigh of relief as he saw her 
Would you agree 
that the greatest 
achievement of the 
human soul is to be 
able to commune 
with God? 
sitting on the dining room floor, 
humming a tuneless melody to her-
self, contentedly playing with her 
toys, but unmindful that her father 
had come home. Does this story 
remind you of yourself at times—so 
occupied with the treasures that the 
Heavenly Father gives that you neg-
lect him, the Giver of the treasures? 
The purpose of God 
"To worship is . . . to devote the 
will to the purposes of God." What is 
God's purpose for you? "Therefore, I 
urge you, brothers, in view of God's 
mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God— 
which is your spiritual worship. Do 
not conform any longer to the pat-
tern of this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God's will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will" 
(Rom. 12:1-2). That is what worship 
is all about. It is the highest and 
noblest act that any person can do. 
Why do we sometimes treat it so 
lightly? I have heard many excuses— 
"I just don't get anything out of wor-
ship." "It's one of the only days I 
have to sleep in." "I've got some 
other more important things to do." 
Lord, help us! We cannot afford to 
treat worship so lightly! 
I have had to search my mind and 
heart to write this article. I read a 
statement, "Too often we come to 
worship to meet each other and we 
miss meeting God. We chat with 
each other, but never really speak to 
God." Such a statement brought a 
question to my mind about fellow-
ship. Is there a place for fellowship 
within worship? My answer was 
found in Psalm 34:3, "Glorify the 
Lord with me\ let us exalt his name 
together." Yes, there is a place for 
fellowship within worship, but have 
we emphasized our horizontal rela-
tionships at the expense of our verti-
cal relationship? 
Now, unless you think that this 
God we worship is too far away, let 
me say that he can be as real as the 
person closest to you. This is where 
Jesus helps us. God is vague and it is 
difficult to focus our mind's eye 
upon him and conceive of him in 
personal terms. Jesus helps clear up 
this blur. Jesus is the supreme image, 
the fullest picture, and clearest con-
cept of God that we can know. You 
can know God by knowing Jesus— 
the way he lived, the life he man-
aged, the deeds he did, the truth he 
taught, the love he expressed, the 
sacrifice he made. 
This is what we mean when we say 
that Jesus is the incarnation of God. 
He is God in the flesh. As Paul states 
it, "He is the image of the invisible 
God" (Col. 1:15). When we worship 
God, what we need to do is place in 
our mind the person and personality 
of Jesus Christ. Advent and Christ-
mas are coming soon. As we cele-
brate the coming of Jesus into our 
world, we want also to worship him 
who alone is worthy. 
Ken Letner is the executive director of the 
Boardfor Congregational Life. This article is 
based on a sermon which he preached during 
the Advent Season while associate pastor at 
the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Now available for rental 
Video cassette of 
General Conference Highlights 
A 70-minute VHS tape presenting a taste of the 1986 General 
Conference is available for rental in four Christian Light Book-
stores— Chambersburg, Dayton, Elizabethtown, and Upland— 
and the Bible Book Nook in St. Catherines. Rental cost: $3.00. 
Mail order rental requests ($3.00 plus postage) and inquiries 
about purchasing copies of the video tape should be sent to: 
Evangel Press, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Reflecting on interpretation 
by Glenn A. Ginder 
"Classroom stuff." That unfortu-
nately has been a common response 
to "hermeneutics" and "biblical inter-
pretation." Actually, restricting these 
activities to the classroom would be 
about as odd as consigning peanut 
butter to the research lab. Everyone 
recognizes peanut butter as a staple 
in North American society—healthy, 
delicious, available (OK, and per-
haps a bit fattening). For genera-
tions, it has graced our tables. To 
remove it now from supermarkets 
would create a major disturbance 
across the land. Those who engage 
in intelligent reflection about the 
Bible would have similar distress at 
the thought of restricting hermeneu-
tics to the classroom. 
"Do you understand what you are 
reading?" was the question Philip 
put to the Ethiopian official who 
was reading the Scripture (Acts 8:30). 
This will always be a crucial ques-
tion. The Bible is the medium of 
divine revelation and is intended to 
be profitable in the practical issues 
of right thinking and right living. 
For that to happen, the syllables, 
words, and phrases of the written 
record must be understood by the 
reader. And achieving the right under-
standing; that is, arriving at the con-
clusion intended by the author—this 
is the goal of hermeneutics. 
One of the intentions of the Study 
Conference on Biblical Interpreta-
tion, which preceded the recent Breth-
ren in Christian General Conference 
in Hamilton, Ontario, was to discuss 
the principles that guide Brethren in 
Christ as they read and interpret. As 
reported in the August Evangelical 
Visitor, the study conference partic-
ipants engaged in an exercise that 
recognized some of the common 
ingredients in the way we go about 
the business of interpretation. It is 
especially interesting at this point in 
our denominational life to be clear 
about the way we interpret Scrip-
ture, since the General Conference 
has determined that we shall write a 
new doctrinal section for the Man-
ual of Doctrine and Government. 
Doctrinal statements become sign-
posts, giving clarity to the way we 
should live "in the midst of a crooked, 
perverse generation." 
Instead of assuming that we all 
The Bible is intended 
to be profitable in the 
practical issues of right 
thinking and right 
living. For that to 
happen, the syllables, 
words and phrases of 
the written record 
must be understood 
by the reader. 
know the rules of sound, biblical 
interpretation, the study conference 
provided excellent background and 
rationale for examining the princi-
ples of interpretation. Dr. Clark 
Pinnock, a major resource person 
and author of the book The Scriptur-
al Principle (his paper will appear in 
the upcoming issue of Brethren in 
Christ History and Life) provided 
valuable insight about the signifi-
cance of the interpreter's convictions. 
He noted that our Anabaptist fore-
fathers in the 16th century liked 
what Martin Luther did when he 
moved beyond Catholicism in his 
way of interpreting the Bible. They 
agreed with Luther that the Bible did 
indeed provide the truth about sal-
vation. They found, as he did, that to 
read the Bible with understanding 
led them to the conviction that salva-
tion is not through the state or the 
church, but through faith in Jesus 
Christ alone. That simple but pow-
erful conviction opened up a whole 
system of biblical interpretation that 
was not compatible with Catholic 
tradition. 
Anabaptists, then, had a further 
insight that was not fully shared by 
Luther and the other reformers. As 
they read their Bibles, they identified 
a strong underlying theme calling 
believers to radical change in behav-
ior. Sensing that God wanted believ-
ers to become a distinct people, they 
learned to come to the Bible antici-
pating the call to discipleship. This 
next page, please 
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Daily readings that 




Day Book & Chapter 
S • 1 Psalm 19:7-14 
2. Dishonesty 
S • 2 Psalm 5:1-12 
M • 3 Psalm 50:16-23 
T • 4 Psalm 52:1-7 
W • 5 Cokissians 2:1-10 
T • 6 John 8:30-36 
3. Honesty in tense situations 
F • 7 Galatians 4:8-20 
S • 8 Matthew 12:1-8 
S • 9 Matthew 15:21-28 
E. Communicating specifics 
1. Communicating forgiveness 
M • 10 Psalm 103:1-14 
T • 1 1 Genesis 50:15-21 
2. Communicating understanding 
W • 12 Hebrews 4:11-16 
T • 13 Matthew 16:13-23 
F Q 14 Romans 14:1-13 
3. Communicating esteem 
S • 15 Hebrews 2:5-9 
S • 16 1 Samuel 24:1-17 
4. Communicating submission 
M • 17 Philippians 2:5-11 
T • 18 Daniel 1:3-16 
5. Communicating unity 
W O 19 John 17:20-26 
T • 20 Galatians 2:11-21 
VII. Maintaining Unity 
A. Unity of marriage 
1. Two become one 
F • 21 Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25 
S • 22 Matthew 19:1-10 
S • 23 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
M • 24 Proverbs 6:23-35 
2. Roles in marrirge 
T • 25 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 
W • 26 1 Peter 3:1-7 
B. Unity of the family 
1. Family foundations 
T • 27 Colossians 3:18-4:1 
F • 28 Psalm 127:1-5 
S • 29 Ephesians 6:1-9 
2. Parents' responsibilities to 
children 
S • 30 Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
DECEMBER 
Day Book & Chapter 
M • 1 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12 
3. Children's responsibilities to 
parents 
T • 2 Jeremiah 35:1-19 
W • 3 1 Timothy 5:1-7 
C. Unity of the Local Church 
1. Dynamic fellowship 
T • 4 Psalm 133:1-3 
F • 5 Acts 2:40-47 
S • 6 1 John 1:3-11 
S • 7 Hebrews 10:19-25 
This informative outline on interpersonal relation-
ships and all Scripture references are taken from the 
Love One Another Bible study; ©Churches Alive, 
1978, used by permission. 
If you find these readings helpful, we recommend 
the seven-book study series, suited for individual 
and/or group study. For a free brochure, contact. 
Churches Alive International 
Box 3800, San Bernardino, CA 92413 
N M B M H . > M n r s ¥ n < Of 
PO BOX 28. WHEATON. ILLINOIS 60189 
Interpretation . . . 
from page 9 
has become, for us, another guiding 
principle for interpreting the Scrip-
tures. 
And there are other convictions 
that shape our way of interpreting 
Scripture. About a century ago the 
holiness emphasis was felt in our 
brotherhood. As we came to espouse 
some of the components of belief 
held by other holiness brethren, we 
found that coming to the Bible in 
this way yielded a rich storehouse of 
insights about heart purity and death 
to self. We came to the conviction 
that, of course, a holy God would 
author a book that called for holi-
ness in his people and provide the 
means whereby they could be holy. 
A more recent development, as 
Lawrence Yoder pointed out in his 
paper, "Why the Changes in Brethren 
in Christ Hermeneutics?", is our 
concern for outreach and evange-
lism. We have come to believe that 
aggressive outreach through personal 
witness, relationships, and starting 
new churches is a high priority. We 
come to the Scripture expecting to 
hear the call to share good news and 
make disciples. 
These and other well-founded con-
victions must guide, not confine or 
distort, our understanding of the 
Bible. We must be thoughtful. We 
must come to the Scripture with 
openness, choosing to perceive and 
receive its message without prejudice 
(uninformed pre-judgment). Instead 
of prejudice, we bring convictions— 
convictions that have been conceived 
and nurtured as our forefathers 
trusted the Holy Spirit to "guide 
them into all truth." These convic-
tions are like fa i thful beacons 
anchored in the bedrock of revela-
tion. 
Of course there are some herme-
neutic tensions created as Christians 
reckon with their various convic-
tions. But then that is the nature of a 
beacon. The mariner doesn't sail to 
the beacon. He finds his way among 
the beacons. Like the mariner who 
knows his beacons, the Bible inter-
preter in any century or society does 
well to identify, reexamine, and 
understand the convictions that influ-
ence him. The recent study confer-
ence encouraged us in this process. 
The resource people noted earlier 
and other contributors (Owen Alder-
fer, Martin Schrag, and Luke Keefer, 
Jr.) helped to identify those convic-
tions out of our past and present 
which are the beacons for our inter-
pretation of Scripture. 
In the next several years of mov-
ing through Renewal 2000—Phase 
II, including the writing of the doc-
trinal section of The Manual of Doc-
trine and Government, we do well to 
keep lifting up for reflection and dis-
cussion the principles that guide our 
hermeneutic. The more we can join 
our hearts in affirming and accent-
ing our guiding convictions, the 
greater will be our sense of clarity 
(and unity) about what the Bible is 
saying to us. 
It is not uncommon for groups to 
struggle with questions of authority 
and accuracy regarding Scripture. 
However, as Brethren in Christ, we 
joyfully affirm the truth and rele-
vance of the Scriptures. We trust the 
Bible and seek to pattern our lives by 
its teachings. This is a solid founda-
tion on which to make honest inquiry 
about the meaning of Scripture. It 
allows us to be clear in the convic-
tion that Scripture does not change, 
while recognizing that the people it 
addresses do change. The sociologi-
cal shifts, the dramatic impact of 
technology, the radical upheavals in 
international politics, new discover-
10 Evangelical Visitor 
Four convictions: 
• The Bible is a book about salvation. To provide faithful 
interpretation, one must believe that salvation is 
through faith in Christ alone. 
• The Bible always calls the faithful to disciplined, godly living. 
• The holy God of the Bible not only calls us to holiness, 
but provides the means to that end. 
• Saving the lost is the mission of Jesus, and his followers will 
make it theirs. 
ies in science and nature, brash new 
innovations for expressing human 
depravity—these are some of the 
present realities of change. 
It is our duty, as people of God, 
under the guidance of the One who 
authored the Word, to do everything 
we can to clearly perceive and pro-
claim the message of Scripture in 
today's world. We are doing a good 
thing when we lift up those princi-
ples that guide our approach to 
interpretation. And by calling the 
process "Renewal 2000 (Phase II)," 
we are making two strong state-
ments: (1) In humility we are recog-
nizing our need for renewal which 
comes only in the grace and power of 
the Holy Spirit, and (2) we are facing 
the fact that our world is signifi-
cantly different as we approach the 
21st century. The study conference 
challenged us to be purposeful as we 
open ourselves to the heart of the 
biblical message. To be purposeful is 
to know the character of biblical 
hermeneutics and to understand the 
convictions we Brethren in Christ 
bring to biblical interpretation. There 
should be no doubt in our minds 
that the biblical message will speak 
powerfully and redemptively to our 
needs, our sins, our mission—even 
as it did so faithfully to our mothers 
and fathers. 
Glenn A. Ginder is bishop of the Midwest 
Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church, 
and is executive director of the Board for 
Ministry and Doctrine. 
• 
1986—a year of 
anniversaries for the Bible 
Several anniversaries associated with 
the Bible occur in 1986. 
The first copies of the King James 
Version came off the press exactly 375 
years ago, a translation prepared on the 
orders of the king, who wished to recon-
cile factions within the established 
Church of England which were strongly 
divided over which version should be 
read in the churches. 
His attempt to bring the parties to-
gether was not successful, but the trans-
lators produced an enduring version of 
the Scriptures. No one can even begin to 
estimate with any accuracy how many 
copies are now in circulation. 
The American Bible Society Library 
in New York is home to more than 3,500 
editions of the King James Version 
among its collection of old and new 
Scriptures, a collection unrivalled in the 
western hemisphere. 
In the collection are both 'He' and 
'She' editions of the initial King James' 
printings of 1611. This refers neither to 
marital ownership nor matched sets, but 
to a part of the 15th verse of the 3rd 
chapter of the Old Testament book of 
Ruth in which Ruth was referred to with 
a masculine pronoun in error. This var-
iant was corrected in subsequent print-
ings. 
Two comparative youngsters—but ex-
tremely important—in terms of Bible 
history, celebrate their 20th anniversa-
ries this year. Both are New Testament 
translations, one in modern Spanish 
and the other in English. 
The Spanish "Version Popular" began 
as a modest attempt in 1948 to provide 
the Indians of Latin America with 
Luke's Gospel in a simplified form of the 
language, not only for evangelism but to 
assist them while they learned to read. 
When it was published in 1966, the 
full Spanish New Testament became the 
first Scripture to appear in a "common 
language" format. Some 50 million copies 
are now in circulation, most of them in 
Latin America but many among this 
country's growing Hispanic population. 
Scriptures in this simplified format 
are now to be found in 148 languages, 
including English. 
It was in the same year that the Good 
News New Testament in Today's Eng-
lish Version, then known as "Good 
News for Modern Man" and also an 
undertaking of the American Bible So-
ciety, joined the growing ranks of Scrip-
ture translations in the language. 
The New Testament was conceived 
mainly for people in this country who 
use English as a secondary language. 
But it soon found an audience among 
millions all over the world who grew up 
with English as their primary tongue, 
but were puzzled by the archaic words 
and phrases of the older versions. The 
clear way in which the Good News New 
Testament expresses the Gospel's mes-
sage continues to speak directly to these 
audiences. 
In the first year of its publication, in 
fact, five million copies were circulated. 
Over 73 million copies of the Good 
News New Testament have been dis-
tributed around the world since 1966, 
some with illustrations, others in re-
corded formats. 
A decade later, in December 1976, 
translation of the common language 
English Old Testament was completed 
and the Good News Bible appeared to 
wide acclaim. Its 20 millionth copy was 
presented recently to the retiring 21st 
president of the American Bible Society, 
Edmund F. Wagner. 
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Telling our stories: 
the congregational history 
. by E. Morris Slder 
Congregations, as well as individuals 
and families, have stories to tell and his-
tories to relate. In the writing of them, 
we may learn much about ourselves as 
congregations, and see God at work 
among us on a local level. The following 
suggestions may assist congregations in 
doing the writing well. 
Congregational histories are custom-
arily written to mark an anniversary. 
The fiftieth or hundredth anniversary of 
the beginning of a congregation is ob-
viously a very appropriate occasion on 
which to recount the congregation's 
story. Interest, finances, and good wri-
ters, however, may happily converge at 
times other than anniversaries. Such a 
convergence should be seized and turned 
to profit, even though an anniversary 
may lie 10 to 15 years in the future. 
Congregational histories are frequently 
too hastily conceived and too quickly 
produced. A history that will be a credit 
and a service to the congregation needs 
much thought and time for its produc-
tion. Planning should begin with the 
appointment of a committee whose 
duties include choosing a writer, helping 
the writer to collect historical material, 
serving as an advisory group to the writ-
er, and reading a draft of the manuscript 
before publication. The same com-
mittee could also help to raise funds for 
research and publication, although the 
congregation may wish to form a finance 
committee for this work. 
The planning committee's most cru-
cial function is choosing a writer. To a 
very large degree, the quality and value 
of the book produced depends on the 
person who researches and writes it. The 
committee should choose only one per-
son as writer; with few exceptions, books 
written by two or more authors cannot 
attain the consistency of style and 
thought of one-author books. 
The simple rule of thumb in choosing 
the author is to obtain the best person 
available for the work. Such qualities as 
interest in the subject, availability for the 
task, and longstanding membership in 
the congregation are not in themselves 
sufficient reasons for selecting the author, 
although they are certainly not to be 
discounted. More important, however, 
is ability in research and writing. This 
does not mean that the author must 
have a graduate degree, but it does sug-
gest that the author should have some 
experience or proven ability for the 
work. This may mean, of course, that 
the congregation will choose as author a 
person outside the congregation. 
The author, once chosen, should be 
given access to all historical materials 
held by the congregation, including sen-
sitive material. Very sensitive documents, 
particularly of recent years, may need to 
be withheld, but the best histories are 
those written with all facts in mind (if 
not used). For congregations with sensi-
tive material, a criterion in choosing an 
author should be her or his ability to 
respect the confidentiality of documents. 
The author should not whitewash the 
congregation's history, but at the same 
time he must respect people's feelings, at 
least to a reasonable degree. 
The author should be given three or 
four years in which to write the history, 
particularly for older and larger congre-
gations. Certainly a good congregational 
history of any substance cannot be writ-
ten in the five or six months that are too 
frequently given to the project. Because 
a good history requires a major invest-
ment of time and energy by the author, 
congregations should provide him or 
her some financial remuneration, in 
addition to paying expenses. 
Primary sources are the basic mate-
rials for the congregational history. Con-
gregational council and board and com-
mittee minutes, Sunday school records, 
financial ledgers, church bulletins, and 
oral history are examples of primary 
documents that must be used wherever 
such documents exist. If the congrega-
tion has established an archives (see the 
article on archives in the September 
issues), these sources will largely be at 
hand. If not, they will need to be discov-
ered in the church building and among 
members of the congregation. 
Some of these primary documents 
may be available in the denominational 
archives at Messiah College, Grantham, 
Pa. Also available in the denomina-
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tional archives are such potentially use-
ful sources as General Conference Min-
utes (for membership and Sunday school 
statistics), and the Evangelical Visitor 
(for reports on congregational and pas-
toral activities). 
The author and his planning commit-
tee should also make a search of local 
newspapers for references to the con-
gregation. Among other values, such 
references sometimes give an outsider's 
view of the congregation, and catch the 
congregation at a given moment in 
history. 
Too many congregational histories 
are little more than books of facts. They 
do not go much beyond telling how this 
pastor followed that pastor, who was 
Sunday school superintendent in this 
year and who in that year, what addi-
tions were built to the church in succeed-
ing decades. Such histories fail in at least 
two ways: they make dull reading, and 
they do not impose meaning on the con-
gregation's history. In good histories, 
facts must be interpreted, events must be 
explained. By the end of the book, the 
reader should have some idea of how the 
congregation was shaped by its past. 
This requires more than a string of facts. 
One way to avoid the "fact book" 
problem is to think in terms of a theme 
or themes. Congregations vary in their 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
The themes should be illustrated by 
the congregation's stories. Stories also 
add life and warmth to the account (and 
sometimes comic relief). Every congre-
gation has its stories that need only to be 
uncovered to be told—stories of love 
feasts, revival meetings, Bible confer-
ences, tragedies, special projects, well 
loved and interesting leaders and lay 
persons, and more. Photographs serve 
much the same function as stories and 
thus should be freely used, although a 
photograph album effect should be 
avoided. 
Congregational histories use either a 
topical or chronological organization. A 
topical approach works best when used 
for a history which covers relatively few 
years. With few exceptions, however, a 
chronological organization is to be pre-
ferred. This allows for a greater integra-
characteristics; to determine the charac-
teristics of a given congregation and 
then to develop them into themes will 
help to give meaning to the history. An 
illustration may be found in two con-
gregations in which I have held mem-
bership. One of the themes for the 
Cheapside, Ontario, congregation of my 
youth would surely be the development 
since the 1920's of a small, separated 
body of believers (in both a religious and 
a geographical sense) living in tension 
(usually healthy enough) with the sur-
rounding community, and the lessening 
of this tension since the 1950's. For the 
Grantham congregation, where I pres-
ently hold membership, one of the themes 
would be the dynamics of the church-
college relationship on the development 
of the congregation. 
tion of subject matter, and for the kind 
of narrative that can capture the sweep 
and development of the congregation's 
history. 
Of course, thought must be given to 
the format and design of the book, 
including cover design. Good taste and 
attractiveness in the book will say some-
thing about the congregation. Advice on 
format is freely given by publishers. 
Some congregations can draw for as-
sistance in design on a member of the 
congregation with some experience in 
graphics; other congregations may need 
to used design services provided by their 
publisher. 
Marketing the book is important, in 
part because sales will help to recover 
the costs of production. The planning or 
financial committee might consider pre-
paring an inexpensive flier to announce 
the book and to offer a reduced, prepub-
lication price. The flier could be sent not 
only to members of the congregation 
but also to former members now living 
elsewhere and to other friends. A special 
event, such as a dinner or a Sunday 
evening service, might be planned for 
release of the book, the author being 
present to autograph copies. Copies of 
the book should be sent to both the 
Evangelical Visitor and Brethren in 
Christ History and Life for book review 
purposes. 
I have been able to make only a 
beginning on the subject of congrega-
tional histories. I encourage persons and 
congregations wishing to pursue it in 
greater depth to obtain a copy of Frank 
Epp's Stories with Meaning: A Guide 
for Congregational Histories. This excel-
lent 32-page booklet costs $3.50 and 
may be obtained from the Mennonite 
Historical Society of Canada, 1483 
Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, Mani-
toba, Canada R3T 2C8. 
The most skilled practitioner of the 
art of writing congregational histories, 
in my opinion, is James Lehman, librar-
ian at Eastern Mennonite College, who 
has produced six major, book-length 
congregational histories. I recommend 
obtaining one of his books to examine 
the possibilities that exist for writing 
congregational history, and generally to 
use the book as a model. A copy may be 
obtained by writing to him at Eastern 
Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, VA 
22801. 
Celebrating congregational anniversaries 
is the theme of the next article in this series, 
written by E. Morris Sider, archivist for the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Hymnal Engravings 
Make Unique Gifts 
N o w and then something of intense 
value is found in the depths of a basement 
This has happened at Evangel Press—the 
original engravings used for printing past 
hymnals. These unique mementos of the 
Brethren in Christ Church are at least 
thirty-five years old and will never be 
available again for purchase. 
They are cleaned, polished and mounted 
on wood, suitable for presentation on 
your wall at home or office. Since each 
engraving represents a single page of die 
hymnal, there is a limited supply. When 
these are gone, there will be no more. 
The price of $ 19.95 each plus $2.00 post-
age will cover our costs of restoring plus 
some extra to reinvest into the continued 
printing of Brethren in Christ literature. 
This is a bargain for such a unique 
memento of our musical heritage. If you 
are not satisfied, we will refund your 
money. 
The mounted size of the engraving is 6 x 9 
inches. Please allow 3 weeks for delivery. 
Orders can be taken at your nearest Chris-
tian Light Bookstore or sent direcdy to: 
Evangel Press Publications 
P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Please send engravings @ 
$19.95 ea. plus $2.00 postage to: 
p 
1898—Jesse Engle arrived in Africa 
1986—A Ivin and Thata Book arrived in Venezuela 
Is this how Bishop 
Jesse Engle felt? 
Now we may know how Bishop 
Jesse Engle felt when he landed in 
Africa in 1898. He was 58.1 (Alvin) 
am 59. He did not know his specific 
area of labor, only a clear sense of 
calling. When we arrived in Venezu-
ela in February 1986, we did not 
know where we would work, only 
that God was going before. When 
they arrived in Bulawayo and then at 
Matopo, they did not know the 
Ndebele language, only that they 
must learn the language as quickly 
Alvin and Thata Book are serving with 
Brethren in Christ World Missions. They are 
involved with church planting in Venezuela. 
From 1950 to 1970 they served with Brethren 
in Christ Amissions in Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe). 
as possible so as to minister effec-
tively. Even though we have had the 
privilege of good language prepara-
tion, we are continuing to learn how 
to speak correctly and clearly. When 
I (TTiata) asked for docena de pan, I 
thought it was clear that I wanted a 
dozen French rolls. But as the man 
behind the counter continued put-
ting the rolls into the bag, I knew 
that something was wrong with my 
pronunciation. Finally he understood 
what I wanted, and I again learned. 
Jesse Engle probably had no diffi-
culty speaking on an official level in 
the city of Bulawayo because offi-
cials were British. Here in Venezuela 
very little English is understood in 
places of business and offices of 
by Alvin and Thata Book 
government. I (Alvin) had to have a 
simple signature of a notary public 
to send to the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Licensing, only to be told 
that I would need to go to the next 
larger city where they have public 
interpreters who would translate the 
document into Spanish. Complying 
with what I had understood, I secured 
an official interpretation of the doc-
ument and presented this along with 
the English document to the notary 
public for signature. I noticed sev-
eral times that my paper was laid 
aside. I indicated that it needed her 
signature and an appropriate stamp, 
only to be told that no notary public 
in Venezuela would be able to sign 
any paper written in English. I was 
told that the laws prohibit the sign-
ing of a document written in any 
language other than the official lan-
guage which is Spanish. All these 
efforts plus money spent and one 
day consumed! The next day we 
drove 70 miles to the capital and the 
American Embassy where within 15 
minutes we had our English docu-
ment endorsed. 
With no church at Matopo when 
the Engles arrived in Africa, every 
move and word must have been sig-
nificant. Church was limited to what 
could be communicated in Ndebele. 
I was impressed by a letter of Sister 
Engle's written to a daughter in 
America less than one year after 
their arrival. It went something like 
this: "Today Papa spoke in the 
morning service. One man asked 
where Satan is and how he can be 
known." All this he had to explain in 
Ndebele. Our problem now is to 
A 'Visitor" in every Brethren in Christ home. 
Ready to inform and inspire, the Evangelical Visitor arrives 
at your home each month, with news and views of Brethren 
in Christ across North America and around the world. 
Best Buy: Lifetime Subscription—$130 ($160 Canadian) 
Join thefamily—subscribe today I 
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Friends of the Books—Abraham and 
Isabel Perdomo from the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Cuba, but now living in 
Cagua. One daughter and two grand-
children are with them. The rest of their 
children are in Cuba. Abraham was bap-
tized by Dale Ulery in 1953 and Isabel by 
Howard Wolgemuth in 1954. 
fully understand questions and re-
spond appropriately. Thank God 
for the improvement we see. 
Those first missionaries to South-
ern Rhodesia (and we, arriving there 
more than 50 years later) were wel-
comed by the government because 
of what missions were doing for the 
people. We have found it different 
here. We entered Venezuela as tour-
ists. When our 60-day tourist visas 
expired, our transeunte visas still 
had not been granted. Therefore, we 
had to renew our tourist visas—but 
for only a 30-day extension at a time 
and for a fee of 1000 bolivars (ap-
proximately $52) each. It was a great 
relief the following month to have 
our transeunte visas stamped into 
our passports. Recently we met some 
missionaries of another denomina-
tion who have been here nearly two 
years and have had every applica-
tion for transeuntes denied. 
Our relocating in Cagua has had 
interesting dynamics. Our first intro-
duction to the area was a quick trip 
by car with Roy Sider, Gordon Gil-
more, and Tim Giles. Soon after 
this, we rode the public bus and 
stayed in hotels for our initial study. 
After buying a car, we were able to 
move much more freely. Jesse Engle's 
initial trip to Matopo from Bula-
wayo was made in a borrowed, 
donkey-pulled wagon. Later he 
walked the 30 miles to Bulawayo for 
supplies. Upon moving to the Cagua 
area, we lived with a Venezolano 
Assemblies of God widow for six 
weeks while we were introduced to 
the area and Venezuelean culture 
and idiom. During those days we 
visited the different urbanizaciones 
and local evangelical churches. When 
we finally explored Corinsa (where 
we now live), everything seemed so 
right. The area is in the midst of 
development (probably 30 or more 
houses built since we arrived). The 
first house we looked at also seemed 
right. After consulting with the Cara-
cas brethren and a local Cuban fam-
ily, we began processing papers for 
moving in on the first of May. We 
had our house dedication on June 
18. Jesse Engle did not have the 
happy privilege of the counsel of the 
brethren and probably not a formal 
dedication of his mud huts. How-
ever, I feel sure he was directed by 
the Holy Spirit through the sugges-
tion of Cecil John Rhodes to move 
into the Matopo Hills, where Matopo 
Mission is now located. 
That little group of missionaries 
in 1898 must also have felt isolation. 
Brother and Sister Engle had said 
good-bye to their grown children 
and grandchildren, just as we did. 
There was no church to welcome 
them. We do have our good friends 
from the Brethren in Christ Church 
in Cuba, the Perdomos. This morn-
ing, alone in my kitchen, I thought, 
"There isn't another English-speaking 
person for miles around." But I 
remembered the verse I had chosen 
for the day: "For through him 
(Jesus) we . . . have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father." Even though 
we sometimes feel a bit lonely, we 
are not alone. We have our Heav-
enly Father, our Lord Jesus, and the 
Blessed Holy Spirit. 
While our community is so very 
different from that to which the 
Jesse Engle party went, yet another 
thing we have in common is the 
friendliness of the people we have 
come to serve. One evening we were 
walking around our block and 
stopped to talk to some children 
playing in the street. As we were 
going on, the father came out. We 
went back to meet him and stood 
talking with him. After some time, 
his wife joined us. Then they invited 
us inside, where we continued visit-
ing. As we were getting into our car 
one day, the couple from across the 
street came to introduce themselves 
with the familiar words, a su orden 
(at your orders). Ten-year-old Mil-
itza, who lives next door, slipped 
into the house one day when the 
gates and doors were open and took 
Alvin by surprise as he sat at his 
desk. She slipped her arm around 
him and kissed him. Our landlord 
and his wife could not be more con-
genial and affirming. From the begin-
ning, the Perdomo family has been 
so very helpful and supportive. We 
have no idea how many meals we 
have eaten at their table or how 
many delicious merengadas (fruit 
milkshakes) Abraham has made for 
us. 
We are learning. We are adjust-
ing. We are praying. The Lord is 
with us. The church at home is sup-
porting us. We will continue to reach 
out and trust the Lord to bring 
together his body in this place as 
Jesse Engle also prayed 100 years 
ago. 
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God and 
the nations 
This is the first in a series of six articles 
written by missionary/writer Grace Hol-
land. In subsequent articles, she will 
include suggestions for applying the 
truths on which she builds this first 
article. 
There is an old story about a little 
boy who made himself a boat. He 
fashioned it carefully and made it 
pretty. But when he went to sail it, 
the boat slipped away and slid swiftly 
down the river far from his reach. 
There was nothing to do but go 
home without his treasure. 
Some time later the boy was walk-
ing past a shop in a nearby town. 
There in the window was his boat! 
He was overjoyed and began saving 
money to buy back the boat he loved 
so much. The day finally came when 
he could buy it. As he left the shop, 
he hugged the boat and said softly, 
"Now you're mine again. I made you 
and-now I have bought you. You are 
twice mine.'' 
Feeling such human emotion gives 
us some idea of God's heart, since 
the Bible says that he purposes, 
loves, repents, and is angry on var-
ious occasions. Because we know 
that he made us and then died to 
save us, it is easy to put ourselves as 
individuals in the place of the lost 
boat. On this small scale we seem to 
comprehend better what it was that 
Jesus did. We can understand a little 
more of his love for us. 
But this story should not only 
remind us of ourselves. What Christ 
did for each of us he did for all peo-
ples on earth. He made man to mul-
tiply and allowed different cultures 
to develop. "From one man he made 
every nation of men that they should 
inhabit the whole earth" (Acts 17:26). 
Throughout the Bible he speaks of 
all the nations and his desires for 
them. In addition to the many verses 
that speak of the world, there are 335 
places where "the nations" them-
selves are referred to. 
God made these nations and he is 
their rightful Master; but unlike the 
boat that was carried away by the 
swift river, these nations have the 
power of choice. The choices of 
individuals and groups throughout 
the years have carried many nations 
far away from the One who desires 
to possess and be blessed by them. 
How he seeks them and longs to woo 
them back! What promises he makes 
to those nations which will honor 
him as God! 
God does not limit his longing to 
one or two, though he chose a spe-
cial family through which to make 
his appeal to the rest of the nations. 
God does not play favorites. Those 
whom he chooses are destined to 
serve him in a special way as he 
works. So, in a second way the story 
of the boy and the boat falls short in 
the analogy. In God's economy, 
those who know the Master are 
needed to tell the others about him. 
God told Abraham that He would 
bless him, but He also said, "All the 
people on earth will be blessed 
through you" (Genesis 12:3). Have 
you ever called one child to dis-
tribute some special treat to the rest? 
How would you have felt if, instead 
of giving the littlest one his share, the 
one you delegated ate that part, too? 
God called the people of Israel to 
by Grace Holland 
minister his blessings to the nations. 
"Although the whole earth is mine, 
you will be for me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation" (Exodus 
19:5-6). Priests are special because 
they serve, and Israel was to be spe-
cial because it would serve. God 
loved each nation that had devel-
oped from Adam and Noah. What 
might have happened if Israel had 
drawn them all to God as he in-
tended? But Isaiah said that God's 
servant had failed. "Who is blind but 
my servant, and deaf like the mes-
senger I send? Who is blind like the 
one committed to me, or blind like 
the servant of the Lord?" (Isaiah 
42:19). 
Only Jesus, coming through the 
house of Israel, could then fulfill the 
promises God had made to the 
nations. And now God still chooses 
to make himelf known to the nations 
through individuals who have been 
redeemed by him. "But you are a 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people belonging to 
God, that you may declare the praises 
of him who called you out of dark-
ness into his wonderful light" (1 
Peter 2:9). 
We are the children chosen to 
share the special treat! Instead, we 
too often bask in the choice God has 
made of us and sit back to enjoy the 
share God intended for the littlest 
peoples—and even some of the big 
ones. Sometimes it seems too hard 
to think that God has made us 
responsible. Why should we have to 
struggle to find these other peoples, 
learn to communicate with them, 
and try to interest them in things 
they do not seem to care about? 
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What we have forgotten is that 
God waits to win back his kingdom. 
He longs to bring blessing to each 
people group. He had made them, 
and he has bought them. He longs to 
draw them to himself and say, "You 
are twice mine. Let me do for you all 
that I planned." 
The story is not finished yet. God 
promises that there will be some 
from every group around his throne. 
"I looked and there before me was a 
great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, peo-
ple and language, standing before 
the throne and in front of the Lamb. 
They were wearing white robes and 
were holding palm branches in their 
hands" (Revelation 7:9). 
The question seems to be this: 
How soon are we going to take 
seriously the need to share the good 
news with everybody? How carefully 
are we going to investigate the nations 
to see who hasn't heard? When will 
we sit down to consider what consti-
tutes a nation anyway? Maybe we 
need to do some studying of this. 
There was a time when Christians 
could almost plead ignorance about 
the rest of the world. Then David 
Livingstone gave his life to traverse 
the African continent and brought 
to light what would eventually be 
hundreds of tribes waiting to hear 
about Christ. Today lines of com-
munication network the world so 
that we know about many of the 
tiniest nations on the other side of 
the globe. And we are finding out 
which of these groups do not have 
Christians within them. 
You and I can make a difference. 
We can expand our understanding 
to view the whole world as God's by 
creation and by redemption. We can 
celebrate his victory and sense his 
longing to bring it back under his 
control through us. We can ask his 
help to care about the strange peo-
ples we do not know and let the Holy 
Spirit pray through us for them. We 
can make an effort to learn about the 
peoples for whom God's heart still 
yearns. Let God speak to you as we 
explore further the nations his word 
speaks about so often. 
Youth excited about 
Summer Missions! 
Karen Brubaker—missions office 
During this past summer, Brethren in 
Christ World Missions helped to spon-
sor 33 teens and college students as they 
participated in summer mission organi-
zations. These summer missionaries 
worked with mission groups including 
Operation Mobilization, Teen Missions 
International, and Missions Outreach, 
Inc. Serving in countries such as Japan, 
Portugal, Peru, Israel, and Mexico, the 
young people did a variety of jobs: con-
struction, door-to-door evangelism, 
teaching English as a second language, 
and others. 
These summer missionaries brought 
back exciting reports of how the Lord 
worked both through them and in them. 
The following are some of their com-
ments about their biggest joys this sum-
mer: "ministering to people around the 
world," "seeing people sincerely inter-
ested in Christ," "knowing that my 
summer missions group was an encour-
agement to the national church and 
other missionaries," "leading a young 
man to Jesus," "seeing the Lord work in 
the lives of the young people I worked 
with," "relating to the full-time mission-
aries." 
Praise the Lord for the excitement of 




Augustin Monge is pastor of the 
church in Reparto Schick, but he has 
had experience in several other churches. 
Married for 12 years, he and Esther have 
a very young family, three girls and one 
boy under six years of age. Augustin is 
rather quiet, but he attended the Breth-
ren in Christ International Fellowship 
and the Mennonite World Conference 
in France in 1984. He is now finishing 
his third and final year at the Bible Insti-
tute in Managua. Being husband, father, 
pastor, and student gives Augustin a 
very demanding schedule. He is also vice 
president of the National Executive 
Board of the Brethren in Christ Church 
in Nicaragua. He shows steadiness and 
determination in his difficult tasks. What 





Brethren in Christ Churches are bur-
geoning in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. Sun-
day morning, visitors and I attended at 
Lobengula to see the future. It was an 
emotional experience to just sit and 
watch it happen . . . people streaming 
in, almost mowing one another down to 
get a seat. Folding doors kept opening 
up one after another until the big L-
shaped building was filled. Those not 
able to see could hear via the public 
address system—1042 of them. Even so, 
some had gone to the stadium early to 
ensure seats for the 3 p.m. sports match. 
(This was alluded to in the sermon as 
negative behavior.) We wondered how 
that young pastor manages to feed such 
a flock. Then we heard a series of house 
numbers announced as venues for prayer 
meetings throughout the week. A good 
60 percent were young people. There are 
few strong families. Indeed a prayer 
need! 
In the midst of Wolofs 
Jay Smith—Senegal 
We left our first house because of 
problems with our landlord. Miracu-
lously, a Wolof friend showed us a 
house on the other side of town, smack 
dab in the middle of an African neigh-
borhood. We are the first white people 
that have ever lived in this part of the 
town and so people follow us whenever 
we go out, and peer over the walls for a 
better view. Four young men, all edu-
cated, have begun coming over on Sun-
day afternoons for discussions. For the 
time being they want to be my friend 
because I'm white, but I'm hoping we 
will be able to use these initial contacts 
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to build up solid relationships in this 
neighborhood, a solidly Muslim enclave. 
They know we're missionaries, but don't 
seem to be put off yet. 
We feel the Lord is clearly showing us 
that this area is where we are to be right 
now. We feel a little isolated from the 
other missionaries, especially without a 
car. Except for the initial friends, no one 
else speaks French. Thus we will be 
forced to dig into Wolof language learn-
ing all the harder. 
On Sunday is the festival of Tabaski, 
where every family will kill all their 
goats in their front yards as a sign of 
sacrifice and forgiveness, symbolizing 
Abraham and "Ishmael's" sacrifice. We, 
of course, do not adhere to the meaning 
of Tabaski, so we must be on our guard 
this weekend to enter into the festivities, 
but not go along with a useless forgive-
ness, already taken care of by Christ's 
death. We'll be asked to watch and par-
ticipate. I do not know what our response 
will be yet. 
Excited about 
God's answer 
Esther Edmonds—Navajo Mission 
When John and I lived in Tennessee 
he worked second shift—from 3:30 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. This meant that he was not 
able to attend very many evening church 
functions, except on weekends. 
I can remember coming home from 
Ladies' Retreat or a similar meeting and 
telling him about everything that was 
said and that happened. I'd talk an hour 
or more, but somehow I couldn't transfer 
to him my joy or excitement. Oh, he was 
happy for me, but that wasn't what I 
wanted. I'd pray before going to sleep, 
"Please, Lord, let John get involved in 
something that will glorify you and 
excite him." 
I know that Christians cannot and 
should not try to live by their emotions. 
But I also believe the Lord wants us to 
experience some of these feelings. 
My prayer was answered when John 
got involved with Theological Educa-
tion by Extension (TEE). I'll never 
forget the night he walked or rather 
"floated" in to tell what had happened at 
the seminar he had just attended. It was 
now his turn to "talk my ear off' and all 
I could do was say in my heart, "Thank 
you, Jesus, thank you." You can't 
imagine how thankful I was that my 
prayer had been answered. Praise God! 
By the way, that was the evening sev-
eral of John's group admitted realizing 
that there is more to being a Christian 
than just answering an altar call. With 
that understanding they were able to 
rededicate their lives to Jesus and are 
now learning how to grow in the Lord as 
/ 
they continue reading God's Word and 
studying TEE. 
(From a recent letter) John's TEE at 
Twin Pines is still doing well. Two more 
weeks and then the big test. Most of the 
students have attended regularly. 
Happinesssis . . . giving 
a sweater 
Marilyn Ebersole—Zambia 
I had a most interesting weekend. I 
didn't get things done around my house 
or letters written, but I made a lot of 
people happy. 
Saturday afternoon I took a sweater 
to Bina Martha. I took along two of our 
Zambian nurses and Beula Sheaffer. 
The road was terrible. At one stretch, 
water covered the whole road. Bina 
Martha sang and danced us into the 
village. When I gave her the sweater she 
clapped her hands and thanked and 
thanked. She was so pleased and happy. 
Deacon got up and shook hands with all 
of us. I'm sorry you couldn't see her joy. 
Bina Martha bustled in and out, cook-
ing, etc. I got Deacon talking of his 
early days. Beula really enjoyed it. At 
first the two nurses didn't, but then they 
got interested, too. 
Beula took a loaf of bread she had 
baked that morning; I took fruit. We 
had a delicious chicken and insima 
meal. Just before we left I learned that 
not long ago, while they were at a fu-
neral, someone broke into their house 
and stole cups, spoons, blankets, and 
sheets. I still have four spoons. Beula 
and I plan to buy cups and saucers and 
give them with the spoons. They gave us 
two chickens and peanuts. (The Pal-
myra congregation sent the sweaters.) 
Lightened and enlightened 
Dan Wilcox—Brethren in Christ World 
Missions contact person, Tulare, Calif. 
Thanks for the World Prayer Cards, 
Therefore, and letters that you sent in 
your July 21st letter. The letters were a 
spiritual pleasure to read. They had 
what I like best—the daily struggles and 
joys of specific persons at work telling 
others of Jesus. I especially identify with 
the Geigers' letter. Their detailed expe-
riences both lightened my heart and 
enlightened me on what it's like being 
missionaries in another country. 
The Threshold is High 
by Doyle Book 
The story of Brethren in 
Christ missions in Japan 
and the growth of the 
> Japanese church. 
Available now from your 
\ Christian Light Bookstore 
Paper, 224 pages, $7.95 (U.S.) 
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Celebration, Motivation, Integration 
"Stages of Singleness" 
A single's convention for all singles. 
20 years and older 
• Key issues addressed such as: 
Stages of singleness 
Sexuality and singleness 
Single parenting 
Single again/Widowed, separated, or divorced 
Roles in the church 
Finances and stewardship 
Relationships 
Decision making 
Choose from three locations and dates: 
November 28-30,1986 Mt. Carmel Retreat Centre 
$95.00 (Canadian) Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada 
• Other features include: 
Psychodrama with Frank Fimiano 
Group singing and music by Monique Tute 
Dynamic speakers 
Workshops, small group interaction 
Recreation and relaxation 
Excellent accommodations and meals 







Campus Crusade International 
Arrowhead Springs, Calif. 
Yes, I wish to attend Celebration, Motivation, Integration at the following location: 
— Mt. Carmel Retreat Centre, Niagara Falls, Ontario 
Tamiment Resort, Tamiment, Pa. 
Arrowhead Springs, Calif. 




Number of forms requested: 
. State/Prov . Code. 
Mail to: Ken Letner, Box 163, Mount Joy, Pa., or 
Sandi Hannigan, 305-232 King St. N„ Waterloo, ONT N2J 2Y7 
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Women in many 
countries spend 
hours each day 
gathering twigs, 
dung or cropwaste 




Yet trees continue 
to be needed for 




MCC works at 
forestation in 
more than 14 
countries. Show 
your concern for 
the poor by 
choosing a 
forestation project 
for your holiday 
giving. 
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Lack of 
Firewood 
is a major problem 
for women in 
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I $250 buys a hand-
operated pump for 
irrigating seedlings 
in Nigeria. 
Hn Sudan $15,000 






# $150 buys seeds 
and tools for a tree 
nursery in Kenya. 
# In India a group of 
landless people has 
been given rocky 
land for 
settlement. 
$10,000 will help 
them plant 
125,000 fruit, fuel 
and boundary 
trees. 
• $1 will plant 14 
trees in erosion-
damaged Haiti. 
i In Lebanon MCC 
is planting 
150,000 trees this 
year. 39tf plants 
one fruit tree; 65(£ 
one olive tree. 
Mennonite Central 
Committee and MCC U.S. 
21 South 12th Street 
Box M 
Akron, PA 17501 
MCC Canada 
134 Plaza Drive 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
Church agencies say they 
were not "duped" in Ethiopia 
by Joy Hofer 
The October 1986 Reader's Digest 
article titled "Famine Aid: Were we 
duped?" is "an effrontery to the truth," 
and "an injustice to the goodwill of the 
millions of Americans whose generosity 
saved countless lives," states Peter J. 
Davies, president of InterAction. 
Inter Action is an umbrella organiza-
tion of American-based international 
relief and development agencies includ-
ing Mennonite Central Committee, 
World Vision, Church World Service 
and Lutheran World Relief. 
The Digest article asserted that until 
late 1984 "the Mengistu government hid 
the famine from the world." 
Tim Lind, MCC secretary for Africa 
program, observes, "The Reader's Dig-
est article is just another example of an 
attempt to make a complex situation 
look simple. The result is a caricature of 
the truth. In fact, the Ethiopian govern-
ment repeatedly called attention to the 
famine situation in 1983 and early in 
1984, but Western governments did not 
respond until after the public was 
aroused by the television pictures late in 
the year." 
Mennonite Central Committee did 
respond to these requests for food aid by 
sending 3,500 metric tons of MCC food 
aid that arrived in Ethiopia the first 
week of July 1984, well before all the 
media publicity began on the Ethiopian 
famine. 
The Digest article also claims, "Like 
bait in a trap, Western donated food is 
being used to lure the starving from their 
villages into deportation centers. From 
there, the people are herded away at 
gunpoint to barely disguised labor 
camps." 
Davies asserts instead that "none of 
the InterAction agencies were ever in-
volved in any resettlement program." 
He points out that, in fact, the interna-
tional agencies and U.S. government 
were "directly responsible for bringing 
the abuses of the resettlement program 
to the attention of national and interna-
tional officials and the world press." 
"While the resettlement program was 
poorly planned and executed, and did 
include forced evacuation and separa-
tion of families, it has now been sus-
pended, thanks to this international 
pressure," he adds. 
In Ethiopia, as in all locations where 
MCC distributes food aid, careful atten-
tion is given to monitoring end use of the 
aid. Lind says that firsthand reports 
from Ethiopian church workers and 
MCC workers living in Ethiopia con-
tradict allegations of "widespread mis-
appropriation of food aid" in the Read-
er's Digest article. 
In addition to receiving reports from 
full-time MCC workers in Ethiopia, in 
July 1985 MCC sent Material Aid Di-
rector John Hostetler and his wife, 
Kathy, to Ethiopia for two months. The 
Hostetlers visited food distribution cen-
ters in Rabel, Makale and Wukro and 
saw "tons and tons of grain from Can-
ada and the United States all in excellent 
condition." They observed MCC food 
aid being distributed by workers with 
the Southern Baptist Mission and Phil-
adelphia Christian Missions. 
Davies, of InterAction, acknowledges 
that "events [in Ethiopia] have occurred 
that can only be condemned by the 
world community. Yet these should not 
lead us to infer that the abuses were 
widespread nor blind us to the tremen-
dous message of hope that emerges from 
this unfortunate country. Families who 
last year were barely surviving in refugee 
camps have returned to their homes and 
are growing food again. Millions of 
people, particularly children, are alive 
today because of the combined efforts of 
the world community. To infer anything 
to the contrary is a great disservice." 
Sudan leader: Western church should 
not rely on press analysis of food needs 
The Western church should "trust its 
own network of workers" when they ask 
for food aid, rather than wait until the 
media picks up stories of starvation and 
famine, said Bishop Clement Janda, 
executive director of the Sudan Council 
of Churches, during a late September 
visit at Mennonite Central Committee 
headquarters in Akron, Pa. 
"The only thing that gets attention by 
the media is skeletons, but then it is too 
late," Janda said. 
Janda is concerned because a raging 
civil war between the government and 
southern rebels has completely isolated 
2 million famine victims in southern 
Sudan from relief supplies. 
"Ten months ago we knew what 
would happen, but there was no action," 
he said. In February 1986 Janda tra-
veled to Washington, D.C., to warn 
U.S. government officials about the 
situation. But his warnings of hunger in 
the south were dismissed by government 
officials who said they had no outside 
confirmation of his "allegations." 
"The media's horror stories shocked 
us to action. But some of those children 
we see [in the media] from Wau and 
Malakal will never be helped by what-
ever food we get into them," he said. 
"The problem is not hunger. It's war. 
All the money is going into the war 
effort, not into agricultural equipment 
and policies," he explains. 
"People do not need to fight," Janda 
says. "If everyone cared about solving 
the problem of 31 years of fighting, it 
could be done. We ask, 'How long, 
Lord? How long do we have to suffer? " 
Janda believes that "peace is possi-
ble," and says that the north and south 
are very close to negotiating and putting 
an end to the fighting. 
Janda says that what is needed in 
Sudan is not a temporary truce to bring 
food in and then start the fighting again. 
The North American church, Janda 
says, should "use whatever influence 
they have on North American govern-
ments to get to the Sudan government 
on the one hand and the rebel side on the 
other to stop the war. I don't think the 
church should be satisfied with sending 
food. 
"We must concentrate on helping 
people get food and begin to organize 
their own lives. The only way to do this 
is to stop the war permanently," he adds. 
MCC and other private organizations 
are encouraging both sides of the con-
flict to negotiate to bring about peace in 
Sudan. MCC is also preparing a food 
shipment for famine victims in southern 
Sudan that will be trucked across the 
Kenyan border when transportation is 
possible. —Joy Hofer, MCC Akron 
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Allegheny Conference 
The College and Career class of the Air Hill 
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., presented two 
skits in the evening service, Sept. 28: "The Case of 
the Barefoot Christian," and "From Wishing to 
Fishing." • The Howard Kipes, who gave several 
years of service at Timber Bay Children's Home, 
were guests on Sept. 10 of the Missions Prayer 
Fellowship of the Antrim congregation, Cham-
bersburg, Pa. A surprise celebration was held 
recently for Pastor and Mrs. Benner, who have 
served 35 years in the pastorate. 
"Youth relationships" was the evening topic of 
Ken Letner, Board for Congregational Life execu-
tive director, as he spoke Sept. 28 to the Big Valley 
congregation, Belleville, Pa. • Revival services 
were held Sept. 21-28 with Rev. Curtis Bryant at 
the Canoe Creek church, Holidaysburg, Pa. • A 
Fall Festival was enjoyed by the Carlisle, Pa., 
congregation at the J. O. Lehman Retreat on Sept. 
13. Foods, games, booths, and crafts were planned 
for all ages. Dr. Walter Winger returned from New 
York as speaker for the congregation's homecom-
ing on Oct. 19. 
The Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, 
Pa., recently welcomed associate pastor Steve 
Russell and family. The congregation had a wit-
ness stand for the ninth year at the Juniata County 
Fair. Books were sold and given away. Every year 
at least one person has been saved. Revival ser-
vices with Ed Rickman were Sept. 28-Oct. 3. • Fall 
Festival Days for the Chambersburg, Pa., congre-
gation included: Rally Day with Dave Novak, 
POSITION OPENING 
Administrative Assistant position is 
open with Mennonite World Conference 
beginning December 1,1986. Qualifica-
tions include experience with transcrib-
ing dictat ion and word process ing . 
Maturity and organizational skills are 
also important. Salaried position. 
Contact: J ane E. Friesen, Mennonite 
World Conference, 528 E. Madison St., 
Lombard, IL 60148. Phone (312) 953-
2320. 
Sept. 14; Dr. Kenneth Markley of Narramore 
Ministries, speaker, Sept. 28; the Antrim Singers, 
Oct. 12. 
A "Vacation Memories and Finger Food Fel-
lowship" was held the evening of Sept. 21 at the 
Dillsburg, Pa., church. • Four persons were bap-
tized recently into the Fairview Avenue congrega-
tion, Waynesboro, Pa. Nine children were dedi-
cated in the Sept. 7 service. • September 14 was 
Grandparents Day at the Five Forks church, 
Waynesboro. New choir robes were dedicated 
Sept. 21. • A Small Group Seminar was given 
Sept. 13 at the Grantham, Pa., church. The con-
gregation began a "Women's Morning Out" in 
September, which includes crafts and Bible study. 
Rev. Lane Hostetter was evangelist, Oct. 5-12, 
for revival services at the Hanover, Pa., church. • 
Beverly Hoover, service worker at Morrisons 
Cove Home, spoke to the Women's Fellowship of 
the Martinsburg, Pa., congregation on Sept. 15. 
The film "Different and Proud of It" was shown 
Sept. 21. • A farewell service was held recently at 
the Messiah Village church, Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
for Phyllis Engle, returning to her assignment in 
Zambia. A footwashing service took place Oct. 4 
in preparation for Worldwide Communion Sun-
day the next day. 
A 1984 15-passenger van was dedicated on Sept. 
14 by the Montgomery congregation, Mercers-
burg, Pa., to be used for Sunday school and Christ 
Crusaders activities. • September was Sunday 
school promotion month at Moming Hour 
Chapel, East Berlin, Pa., including musical offer-
ings, an "old fashioned opening," and a "bring a 
visitor" campaign. A World Hunger Dinner was 
hosted on Sept. 7. 
Two persons were baptized at the Mt. Rock 
church, Shippensburg, Pa., on Sept. 7 following a 
showing of the film "By Love Set Free." Rev. 
David Barr ministered during eight days of spirit-
ual renewal in early October. The Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns sponsored a seminar on 
reconciliation at Mt. Rock on Oct. 4. • Dr. 
Edward Kuhlman, author of An Overwhelming 
Interference, spoke to the New Guilford congrega-
tion, Chambersburg, Pa., on Sept. 21. A welcome 
home dinner for Pete and Mim Stern was Oct. 4. 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Blackburn, secretary and 
treasurer for 25 years of the Wesley congregation, 
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., were honored in the dedi-
cation of their new home on Sept. 7. • The West 
Freedom 
Feb. 1, 1987 
Evangelists: John L. Rosenberry and James O. Sullivan 
Musicians: The Edwards Family 
For information, contact 
CAMP FREEDOM 
6980 54th Ave., North 
St. Petersburg, FL 33709 
Phone (813) 544-4541 
Shore congregation, Mechanicsburg, Pa., cele-
brated its fifth anniversary on Sept. 28. Luke 
Keefer, Jr., spoke in the morning service. The 
Wingert Family Singers of Greencastle were fea-
tured musicians. Ken Hepner spoke in Spiritual 
Life Crusade meetings Oct. 8-15. 
Atlantic Conference 
Inter-Varsity staff person Donna Frey shared 
about her work at Lebanon Valley College and 
Elizabethtown College with the Conoy congrega-
tion, Elizabethtown, Pa., on Sept. 14. An appreci-
ation dinner was served Sept. 28 for the entire 
Sunday school staff and families. Wayne Kennedy 
of the Crossroads congregation spoke. • Pastor 
Jeff Harlow of the Gwinnett, Ga., church planting 
gave an update in the Sept. 14 service of the Cross-
roads congregation, Mount Joy, Pa. Jim Zook, 
volunteer in the Bronx, New York, spoke in the 
evening. 
The Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation planned 
"Church Growth Days," Oct. 12-14, with Dale 
Shaw. Included was a Sunday evening church 
growth rally on the theme, "Doubling in a Decade: 
Why, Who, and How of Evangelizing." • The 
Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., expe-
rienced the "50 Days to Welcome Christ to Our 
Church" adventure, Oct. 5-Nov. 23. It included 
discussion time each Sunday evening. A church 
picnic was planned for Oct. 12. 
The Lancaster, Pa., congregation enjoyed a 
"pig-nic" on Sept. 14. John Lapp, Executive 
Secretary of MCC, spoke Sept. 21 on "God Gives 
Us Grace to Practice Mercy."* The Llewellyn and 
Tremont, Pa., congregations recently welcomed 
Rev. and Mrs. Leroy Brandt and Amanda as their 
new pastoral family. • The Tony Campolo film 
series "I Have Decided to Live Like a Believer" 
began at the Manheim, Pa., church on Sept. 28. 
Todd Lehman of the Manor congregation, 
Mountville, Pa., was recently appointed to the 
Kenbrook Bible Camp Board of Directors. Sept. 
21 was the sixth annual Fall Music Concert featur-
ing acclaimed violinist John Eaken and his string 
quartet. • Recently the Mastersonville congrega-
tion, Manheim, Pa., enjoyed an informal viewing 
of the video "Bringing Out the Best in People." On 
Sept. 21, Bishop Kipe spoke about his trip to 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
A songfest evening Sept. 28 at the Mount Pleas-
ant church, Mt. Joy, Pa., included a special devo-
tional for children. • The Palmyra, Pa., congrega-
tion planned a Christian Education Appreciation 
Workshop for Oct. 25. • Mrs. Joe Stambaugh, 
church planting pastor in Winchester, Va., preached 
Sept. 14 to the Pequea congregation, Lancaster, 
Pa. • The Refton, Pa., congregation hosted the 
community hymn sing on Sept. 21 featuring a 
local media announcer and the Christian Trouba-
dours quartet. Professor of Biblical Studies at 
Messiah College, George Kimber, spoke Sept. 28 
for Spiritual Renewal Sunday. 
A Sunday School Family Affair Banquet was 
planned for Oct. 11 by the Shenks congregation, 
Elizabethtown, Pa. Pete and Mim Stern were 
speakers for a missions conference, Oct. 25-26. • 
The fall growth campaign at the SUverdale, Pa., 
congregation began on Sept. 21. Homecoming 
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was planned for Oct. 5. • The Sunday school 
picnic of the Skyline View congregation, Harris-
burg, Pa., was Sept. 14 at Kenbrook Camp. On 
Sept. 21, General Secretary Don Shafer spoke to 
the congregation. 
Canadian Conference 
On Sept. 21, Carrie Harder spoke to the adult 
Sunday school class of the Bridlewood congrega-
tion, Agincourt, Ont., about her visit to Central 
America. • Jeff Sherk, 14, preached his first ser-
mon recently to the Cheapside congregation, Nan-
ticoke, Ont. • The Cross Roads Memorial congre-
gation, Guelph, Ont., hosted Wendy Bolton of 
Cambridge (Gait) on Sept. 7. She is connected 
with Christian Alternatives and has a concern for 
personal prayer life and ministry. Dr. Kenneth 
Hoover, retired from Messiah College, spoke on 
Sept. 21. • The youth of the Falls View congrega-
tion, Niagara Falls, Ont., recently held a retreat at 
Cove Springs with Evan Heise, speaker. Sept. 21 
was Bring a Friend Sunday, including a Sunday 
school picnic. 
Sept. 28 was Senior Citizens Day for the Heise 
Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., sponsored by 
the young adult Sunday school class. • Ten people 
were received into membership on Charter Mem-
bership Sunday recently for the Lakeside congre-
gation, Calgary, Alberta. • The Church Women's 
Auxiliary meeting was planned Oct. 24-25 at the 
New Life church, Collingwood, Ont., with Juana 
Garcia, pastor of the Cuban church, scheduled to 
speak. • Nearby congregations supported Niagara 
Christian College's Heritage Day on Oct. 4 with 
baked goods and crafts. 
Sept. 7 was the Sunday school round-up for the 
Port Colborne, Ont., congregation. The day in-
cluded music by the Country Gospel Band and 
Singers; a puppet show; worship; and a noon bar-
beque. Dress was western-style. • The missions 
committee of the Sherkston, Ont., congregation 
sponsored Timber Bay Day on Sept. 14. Items in 
boys' and girls' sizes were donated. • Bishop Har-
vey Sider directed the installation recently of Jeff 
House as pastor of the Springvale, Ont., congrega-
tion. • Ray Sider spoke to the Wainfleet, Ont., 
congregation about the ministry of Timber Bay 
Children's Home. • Two persons were baptized 
recently at the Westheights church, Kitchener, 
Ont. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, 
enjoyed an adult retreat in September with other 
area churches. The first evening included a hay-
ride, bonfire, and wiener roast. Andy Stoner of 
Berne, Ind., was resource person. The Amherst 
congregation has put out a call for historical 
information for their newly formed archives. Judy 
Herbst is historian. • Watson and Rose Good-
man, founders of World Missionary Press, New 
Paris, Ind., and 16-year missionaries in South 
Africa, spoke to the Christian Union congrega-
tion, Garrett, Ind., in September. Mark and Deb-
bie Blosser of Trans World Radio, Guam, spoke 
on Sept. 21. 
Bishop Owen Alderfer delivered the morning 
message Sept. 14 to the Dayton, Ohio, congrega-
tion. Afterwards they traveled to a nearby lake for 
the baptism of three persons. • A Gerald Duff 
seminar on self-esteem was hosted for the com-
munity Sept. 30 by the Fairview congregation, 
Englewood, Ohio. Bishop Alderfer led in "Five 
Nights to Grow By," Oct. 25-29. His theme was 
"Living in the Presence of the King." Three per-
sons were baptized in September. 
Ron Slabaugh, pastor of the Mooretown con-
gregation, Sandusky, Mich., reports exciting 
growth in Wednesday evening attendance. One 
weekly count of 71 nearly equalled Sunday school 
attendance. The church is taking definite steps 
toward physical expansion. • The Peace Chapel 
congregation, Ravenna, Ohio, hosted a hymn sing 
for the Northern Ohio churches on Oct. 26. The 
church has initiated a membership class and a 
children's hour each Sunday in hope that these 
programs will eventually blossom into a full Sun-
day school. 
The southern Ohio churches aided in several 
October work days for improvements of the 
Phoneton church building in Tipp City, Ohio. • 
The Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation viewed the 
film series "Out of the Salt Shaker" Sept. 28-Oct. 
19 in conjunction with the Highland and Fairview 
churches. Bishop Alderfer spoke to the Pleasant 
Hill congregation in September on the Christian 
Peacemakers concept. • Authors James and Mar-
tha Reapsome from Wheaton, 111., were guests of 
the Nappanee, Ind., congregation at their fall 
retreat, Oct. 11-12. The Nappanee Sunday school 
has been enjoying record-breaking attendance. 
The recent Sunday school offerings of the Sippo 
Valley congregation were used for two bicycles for 
the Bihar Indians, eight sets of guitar strings for 
Nicaragua, and Bibles for Russia. • Mike Kupke, 
chaplain at the Elkhart County jail, spoke Oct. 19 
to the Union Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind. 
The Pioneer Club planned a bike hike the week-
end before. 
Rev. and Mrs. Marion Berg, Dalton, Ohio, 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with a 
reception July 13 at Central Christian High 
School. Marion Berg and Clara H. Imhoff were 
married July 18, 1936, in the home of the late 
Bishop I. J. Buckwalter in Stark County. The 
reception was hosted by the couple's children, 
Arthur Berg of Dalton and Hilda Zimmerly of 
Florida. Rev. Berg is retired from Buehler's Fresh 
Food Market in Orrville and serves as chaplain at 
Shady Lawn Nursing Home, Dalton. He was 
ordained in 1942 by the late Bishop William J. 
Meyers at the Sippo Valley Brethren in Christ 
Church. The Bergs are now members of the Pleas-
ant Valley United Brethren Church. 
Midwest Conference 
On Sept. 13, representatives from each Brethren 
in Christ agency took part in a "Celebration of 
Cooperation" rally at the Abilene, Ks., church. 
Kevin Longenecker spoke to the congregation on 
September 14. • The Dallas Center, Iowa, congre-
gation held a Galilean evening service Sept. 7 fol-
lowed by a baptismal service for four persons. • 
September was missions month for the Mountain 
View congregation, Colorado Springs, Colo. Con-
certed prayer was offered in successive weeks for 
missionaries, Jay and Judy Smith, John and 
Lucille Graybill, Alvin and Thata Book, Ray and 
Sandy Sider, and Ben and Eunice Stoner. The 
youth had a bowl-a-thon to raise a missions 
offering. 
The youth of the Rosebank, Ka., church hosted 
a supper on Sept. 7 for the grandparents of the 
congregation. A Hope Centennial Joint Morning 
Worship in the school auditorium replaced the 
regular service on Sept. 14. • The Zion congrega-
tion, Abilene, Ks., held a Club Kick-off Night 
Sept. 10 which included a wiener roast and get-
acquainted time. A baptismal service and light 
picnic supper were held at Milford Lake on Sept. 
21. 
Pacific Conference 
"Nikolai," a film depicting a man's stuggle to 
live a Christian life in the Soviet Union, was pre-
sented recently to the Pacific Highway Communi-
ty congregation, Salem, Ore. "Laymen's Partici-
pation Night" has been observed the fourth Sunday 
evening of the month. Those in attendance share 
favorite Scriptures, musical offerings, readings or 
poems, or hymn requests. • The high school stu-
dents of the Riverside, Calif., congregation 
planned a "Servants' Day" Oct. 11 followed by a 
games night. An Intentional Retreat was planned 
for the congregation Oct. 17-19 at Mile High Pines 
as a time for renewal in the Spirit. 
The Upland, Calif., congregation recently wel-
comed a full-time associate pastor for youth minis-
tries, Vern Burgess, his wife, and two children. • 
Dr. John Snook, senior pastor of the Upland 
congregation, was camp pastor at the Develop-
mentally Disabled Camp, Camp Sugar Pine, 
Oakhurst, Calif., Oct. 17-19. • On Sept. 14, at a 
regional rally at Upland, Leslie Harvel, Director 
of Heaven's Gate Women's Shelter of Lifeline 
Ministries, San Francisco, shared her testimony of 
God's deliverance from 26 years in the gay 
lifestyle. 
For the Record 
Births 
Alten: Gabriel Luke, August 29; Chris and 
Sandra Alten, Upland congregation, Calif. 
Andrus: Danielle Grace, Sept. 18, Neal and 
Kelly (Royer) Andrus, Cedar Heights congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Asbury: Dwayne Alexander, Aug. 9; Dan and 
Edie Asbury, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Bathurst: Dylan Kent, Sept. 1; Randall and 
Donna Bathurst, Abilene congregation, Ks. 
Berger: Matthew William, Sept. 12; Rodney 
and Kim (Crider) Berger, Antrim congregation, 
Pa. 
Denlinger: Todd Matthew, Aug. 1; Ed and 
Linda Denlinger, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Etter: Adam Joseph, Sept. 9; Jeff and Sue 
(Bisner) Etter, Pleasant Hill congregation, Ohio. 
Fenstermacher: Adam Thomas, Sept. 10; Tom 
and Deb Fenstermacher, Palmyra congregation, 
Pa. 
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Banner Contest 
Fifty-one churches participated in the church-wide banner 
contest! Of those, 39 took banners to General Conference. 
Each regional conference chose a first place winner to be a 
finalist at General Conference. The winners from these 
were: 
First: Rosebank, Kan., Midwest Conference 
Second: Sheboygan, Wis., Central Conference 
Third: Fall Views, Ont., Canadian Conference 
Runners Up (alphabetically): 
Peace Light, Pa., Allegheny Conference 
Summit View, Pa., Atlantic Conference 
Upland, Calif., Pacific Conference 
Ideas For You 
Excellent pictures were taken of the banners at General 
Conference. You can have these for a few weeks to glean 
ideas for bulletin board displays. The only cost will be return 
postage. Write to: Stewardship Office U.S., P.O. Box 450, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. The set will be sent out in the 
order requests are received. 
A REMINDER: November is Stewardship Month In our 
brotherhood. You are encouraged to give special emphasis 
to Cooperative Ministries. it u . v i J^ t . 
Summit View 
TO s e ^ V l 
COOPERATIVE 
umsims 
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Gamber: Ryan Kliever, Sept. 14; Tim and 
Cindy (Thrush) Gamber, Antrim congregation, 
Pa. 
Geiger: Joanna Renee, Aug. 23; Bob and Carol 
Geiger, Bogota, Colombia. 
Goodling: Laura Beth, Aug. 14; Barry and Bev 
Goodling, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Goshorn: Jenna Jean, Sept. 19; Larry and 
Carla (Eberly) Goshorn, Air Hill congregation, 
Pa. 
Groff: Evan Kendall, July 3; Jan (Carson) 
Groff and the late Kenneth E. Groff, Manheim 
congregation, Pa. 
Hartman: Stacy Nicole, Aug. 29; Marilyn 
(Heisey) and Dave Hartman, Cross Roads con-
gregation, Pa. 
Heinaman: Matthew Charles, August 17; 
Charles and Beverly (Brownsberger) Heinaman, 
Maytown congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Daniel Thomas, Aug. 28; Barry and 
Jody Hess, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Keener: Darwin Ishmael, Sept. 26; Darwin and 
Ruth Keener, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Miles: Michelle Renee, Sept. 27; Scott and 
Judy Miles, Abilene congregation, Ks. 
Miller: Rachelle Janae, Aug. 29; R. Leon and 
Carol Miller, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Mylin: Christa Deanne, Aug. 10; Dale and 
Marcia Mylin, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Rittenhouse: Breann Jennifer, Aug. 8; Rod 
and Lisa (Crouthamel) Rittenhouse, Souderton 
congregation, Pa. 
Seelaus: Christine Lauren, Aug. 9; Charles and 
Michelle (Brown) Seelaus, Souderton congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Shannon: Joshua Lynn, Sept. 2; Ronald and 
Jaylene (Musser) Shannon, Chambersburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Swartz: Adam James and Andrew Philip, Sept. 
9; Ron and Marietta Swartz, Susquehanna Valley 
congregation, Pa. 
William: Prasana Rachel, Sept. 3; Robert and 
Punitha William, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Wissler: Kyle Andrew, Sept. 3; Michael and 
Melissa (Stoe) Wissler, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Witter: Derek Lee, Sept. 21; David and Dena 
(Rotz) Witter, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Witter: Matthew Paul, Sept. 4; Michael and 
Robin (Small) Witter, Souderton congregation, 
Pa. 
Weddings 
Airhardt-Cunningham: Corene Faith Cunning-
ham and Dwight Airhardt, both of Port Col-
borne, Ont., Aug. 9 in the Port Colborne Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. James Cober of-
ficiating. 
Collins-Ousley: Teresa L., daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Ousley, Butler, Ind., and Rick, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Olin Collins, Butler, August 23 in 
the Auburn Missionary Church with Rev. Rick 
Mailioux officiating. 
Curry-Smith: Kelley, daughter of Billy Lee 
Smith, Columbia, Ky., and Mona Smith, Louis-
ville, Ky., and Randy, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ranel 
Curry, Columbia, Ky., Sept. 19 at the Millerfields 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Glenn A. 
Hensel officiating. 
Foley-Farver: Dawn, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglas E. Farver, and John, son of Mrs. 
Alice Foley and the late John W. Foley, Sr., Sept. 
20 in the Bachmansville Church of the Brethren 
with Rev. Richard Carter, Sunnymead, Calif., 
officiating. 
Gitto-Shermer: Tracey Anne, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth Shermer of Quakertown, Pa., 
and Thomas P., son of Mrs. Thomas Desko and 
Mr. Thomas Gitto, Aug. 30 at the Souderton 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Samuel D. 
Hollingsworth officiating. 
Hagans-Conrd: Angela Kay, daughter of Allen 
and Sandy Conrad, and David Russell, son of 
Larry and Carolyn Hagans of Chambersburg, 
Pa., Sept. 6 in the Chambersburg Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Hogg-Hardie: Brenda Jean, daughter of Roy 
Hardie, Oak Ridges, Ont., and Stella Hardie, Fort 
Erie, and Bradley Lloyd, son of Lloyd and Lorna 
Hogg, Stouffville, Ont., Sept. 6 at the Bethel Pen-
tecostal Assembly, with Rev. Harold Reid of-
ficiating. 
IUman-Winger: Dianne Brenda, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Winger, Kitchener, Ont., and 
Philip David, son of Rev. and Mrs. David E. 
Illman, Waterloo, Ont., Aug. 23 in the Rosebank 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. David Illman 
officiating. 
Longenecker-Renn: Barbara Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of Elizabeth R. Renn, Lancaster, Pa., and 
Philip Andrew, son of Dale and Ellen Longe-
necker, Millersville, Pa., Sept. 13 at the Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert L. 
Sheetz officiating. 
Miller-Gibble: Cheryl Ann Gibble and Paul 
William Miller, both of Newville, Pa., Sept. 7 at 
the groom's home with Rev. Lome G. Lichty 
officiating. 
Miller-Helsel: Jacquelyn S., daughter of Mr. 
John Helseland Mrs. Susie Holsinger of Martins-
burg, Pa., and Brian L., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbur Miller, August 30 at the bride's home with 
Rev. Earl Herr officiating. 
Muir-Shickluna: Mary Elizabeth Shickluna and 
Robert Muir, both of Mississauga, Ont., Aug. 23 
in the Port Colborne Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. James Cober officiating. 
Payne-Cober: Mary Jean, daughter of Audrey 
and the late Peter Cober, Kitchener, Ont., and 
John Freeman, son of Naomi and the late William 
Payne of Newfoundland, Aug. 9 in the Rosebank 
Brethren in Christ Church, Petersburg, Ont. with 
Rev. Eldon Byers and Rev. John Zuck officiating. 
Pinter-Chamberlain: Marianne, daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. Daniel Chamberlain, Houghton, N.Y., 
and Jonathan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Austin Rob-
bins, East Helena, Mont., July 5 at Goysdeo Point 
on the Houghton College campus with Rev. Ray 
W. Chamberlain officiating. 
Schuh-Harmon: Sally Louise, daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. Wendell E. Harmon, Upland, Calif., and 
Danny Gustiv, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Schuh 
of Chino, Calif., May 17 at the Upland Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating. 
Slagenweit-Carper: Elaine K , daughter of Mrs. 
Richard Carper and the late Richard Carper of 
Roaring Spring, Pa., and Eric T., son of Gerald 
Slagenweit and Mrs. Kathy Pritchett, Roaring 
Spring, Sept. 13 at the Woodbury Church of the 
Brethren with Rev. Larry Kraybill and Rev. Earl 
Herr officiating. 
Thompson-Scott: Susan Marie, daughter of 
Mr. Harold Rhinehart of Gardners, Pa., and 
George Wallace, son of Minnie V. Thompson, 
York Springs, Pa., July 26 in the Wesley Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
Wenger-Reif: Lynn Karen, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Reif, Philadelphia, Pa., and Dale 
Edwin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wenger, 
Shippensburg, Pa., Aug. 16 in the Cedar Grove 
Church, Philadelphia. 
Yovic-Porter: Rosemary Regina, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Porter, Sr., of Norristown, 
Pa., and Joel Adam Yovic, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mike Yovic of Harrisburg, Pa., Aug. 23 in the 
Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Glen W. Dalton officiating. 
Obituaries: 
Bechtel: Paul L. Bechtel, born July 24, 1905, 
died Sept. 8 in Canton, Ohio. He is survived by his 
wife of 60 years, Martha; 3 daughters, Lois 
Bevington, Elsie Kreider, and Laona Brubaker; 10 
grandchildren; 6 great-grandchildren; and a sister, 
Elsie C. Bechtel. After retiring from farming after 
30 years, Paul worked for Letherman's Seed 
Company. At his death, he was in his 70th year of 
membership in the Valley Chapel Brethren in 
Christ Church where he was church secretary for 
50 years. Memorial services were held at the 
church with Rev. Eric Stanton officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Valley Chapel cemetery. 
Briggs: Roy G. Briggs of Mill Hall, Pa., born 
Sept. 25,1908, died Sept. 1 in Lock Haven Hospi-
tal. He was the son of the late James and Ella 
Longwell Briggs. His wife, the former Bertha E. 
Whitman, died on Sept. 7, 1985. Surviving are a 
son, Thomas E.; a daughter, Mrs. Ray (Elsie) 
Duck; seven grandchildren; nine great-grand-
children; one great-great-grandchild; one sister; 
and two brothers. Roy was a member of the Cedar 
Heights Brethren in Christ Church. Services were 
held at the Dean Wetzler Jr. Funeral Home with 
Pastor John L. Bundy officiating. Interment was 
in the Hublersburg cemetery. 
Clapper: Joseph F. Clapper, born Aug. 21, 
1910, in Canoe Creek, Pa., died Aug. 23. Surviv-
ing are a son, Gary S.; three grandchildren; and 
five sisters, Margaret E. Merritts, Alverta M. 
Miller, Marie Bice, Dorothy B. Gardner, and 
Frances S. Karns. Joseph attended the Canoe 
Creek Brethren in Christ Church, where he served 
as an usher and was a member of the adult Sunday 
school class. The funeral service was held in the 
Canoe Creek church with Rev. Mark Slagenweit 
officiating. Interment was in the old Canoe Creek 
cemetery. 
Eyster: Ira M. Eyster, 66, born June 30, 1920, 
at Thomas, Okla., the son of Ray and Miriam 
Eyster, died Sept. 11. He is survived by his father; 
his wife Ernestine (Engle); two sons, Robert and 
Paul; a daughter, Merrily Klefeker; four grand-
children; a brother, Melvin; and five sisters, 
Naomi Cassel, Agnes, Alma Deck, Vera, and Lela 
Engle. He was preceded in death by his mother, his 
brother Alvin, and his son Darreli. A teacher and 
administrator in several Oklahoma school dis-
tricts, he also served as president of Jabbok Bible 
School and taught there six years. From 1967 to 
his retirement in 1982, he was Associate Professor 
in the Southwest Center for Human Relations 
continued on page 27 




Earning as they learn 
A growing number of Messiah stu-
dents have been participating in intern-
ships and cooperative education pro-
grams over the last few years, seeking to 
apply what they learn in the classroom 
to an on-the-job experience in the work-
ing world before they graduate. 
Brethren in Christ students Georgia 
Steinbrecher (left in photo) and Karen 
Ulery (right), both seniors, are two such 
students. Karen, a mathematics major 
from Elizabethtown, Pa. (Elizabethtown 
congregation) has been a computer pro-
grammer at IBM in Mechanicsburg 
since June. When her co-op placement 
ends in December, she will have earned 
not only academic credits, but a normal 
starting salary at IBM as well. 
"It's a real-world experience that you 
can't get in the classroom," is how Ulery 
describes co-op. "I probably wouldn't 
like programming for a career, though, 
because I'm more interested in working 
directly with people. Maybe sales, or 
some sort of interface between pro-
grammers and people who use the pro-
grams." 
Rod Shelleman, Karen's supervisor 
at IBM, said the co-op program benefits 
both parties involved. "I think it's ideal 
for the students, because it gives them a 
chance to see a real work environment— 
a practical application of their classes. 
In turn, we get some young kids coming 
through here with different ideas, but 
after our training period is over, we get 
productivity out of them. We can get 
many small items done through them." 
Karen is the daughter of Keith and 
Lucille Ulery, 515 Snyder Ave., Eliza-
bethtown. Her father is pastor of the 
Hershey Brethren in Christ Church and 
also serves as public relations director 
for Messiah Village in Mechanicsburg. 
Karen is senior class president at Mes-
siah, and is managing editor of the col-
lege yearbook. 
A record 55 Messiah students were 
involved with a co-op over the summer 
this year, and the number of placements 
made in 1985-86 was up 72 percent over 
the previous academic year. Randy Ness, 
Supervisor of Cooperative Education, 
said students have become increasingly 
desirous of a career-related experience 
to supplement their college degree and 
thus bolster their future employability. 
"Add to this the college's increasing 
support of combining the practicality of 
career education with the breadth of the 
liberal arts, and you have a good for-
mula for growth in the co-op program," 
Ness said. 
Georgia Steinbrecher, daughter of 
LeRoy and Eunice Steinbrecher, 6576 
Westfall Road, Greenville, Ohio (Pleas-
ant Hill congregation), worked in the 
accounting department of Harrisburg 
Hospital. She views her co-op expe-
rience as adding perspective to her 
course work as an accounting major at 
Messiah. 
"I think everybody should have some 
sort of co-operative education," Georgia 
said. "Not necessarily because it's better 
than the classroom, but because it makes 
the application so much more understand-
able." 
Even though she enjoyed receiving a 
salary from Harrisburg Hospital, Geor-
gia said she probably would have done it 
without the money if that were the case. 
"The experience certainly looks good on 
your resume. I'm glad I've done this 
while I'm in school, so I have some idea 
what the real world is like when I 
graduate." 
Ness thinks that this preparation for 
life away from college is the greatest 
benefit the co-op experience provides. 
"The thing I have personally enjoyed 
observing in our co-op students is their 
own dramatic personal growth: increased 
maturity, more self-confidence, and a 
greater awareness of the world beyond 
the cloister of campus life. Many co-op 
students also establish learning objec-
tives related to understanding how to 
apply their faith to their intended 
careers. I like to think that co-op better 
prepares our students for life adjustment 
after graduation." 
Two other Brethren in Christ stu-
dents have part-time co-ops this semes-
ter. They are senior English major 
Jeanne Hess, Lancaster, Pa. (Pequea 
congregation), with Tri-County United 
Way, and junior computer information 
systems major Pamela Gehman, Ann-
ville, Pa. (Palmyra congregation), with 
General Motors Acceptance Corp. 
February 1987 
Ministers Conference planned 
February 17 and 18 (Tuesday and 
Wednesday) have been set as dates for 
the 22nd Annual Ministers Conference 
sponsored by Messiah College. Two 
interesting speakers have been lined up. 
Dr. Harvie M. Conn, Professor of Mis-
sions at Westminster Theological Semi-
nary in Philadelphia, will focus on 
developing a world consciousness in 
local congregations. Pastors will be 
helped to explore ways to develop mis-
sions interest and global thinking on the 
crucial issues of the day. 
The other speaker will be Rev. Ronald 
S. Kraybill, of Mennonite Conciliation 
Service in Akron, Pa. He will instruct 
pastors on how to help resolve conflicts 
in homes, churches and communities, 
focusing on creative tensions and con-
flict reduction techniques. 
Last year, preregistration was ap-
proximately 400, although actual attend-
ance was held under 300 by a fierce 
snowstorm the first day. Better weather 
is called for this time! The registration 
fee remains $7 for one day; $12 for two, 
with spouses at half-price. Watch the 
mail for additional information, or con-
tact Dr. Luke Keefer, Jr., Program 
Director, or Glenn P. Heisey, Confer-
ence Coordinator, at Messiah College, 
Grantham, PA 27027, phone (717) 
766-2511. 
Youth group basketball games set 
Make plans now to have your church's 
youth group visit campus in January as 
guests of the college for one of two men's 
basketball games. Saturday, January 
17, the Falcons will host the Eastern 
Mennonite Royals at 7:30 p.m. On Sat-
urday, January 24, Messiah hosts Eliza-
bethtown at 8 p.m. Both games will be 
played in the Brubaker Gymnasium of 
the Eisenhower Campus Center. 
If you and your youth group would 
like to visit the college for one of these 
games, please contact Paul Morgan, 
Assistant Director of Admissions, at 
least two weeks prior to the game. Write 
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him in care of Messiah College, or 
phone (717) 691-6000. 
Brethren in Christ athletes 
bolster fall sports 
Shylock Ndlovu, a senior history 
major from Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 
(Lobengula congregation), had gone un-
beaten against other NCAA Division III 
teams in leading the Messiah men's 
cross country team to a 5-1 record 
through early October. Eric Mann, a 
senior math major from Elizabethtown, 
Pa. (Elizabethtown congregation), is his 
teammate. 
In field hockey, where the Falcons 
were 5-2, senior nursing major Annette 
Mullen, Duncannon, Pa. (Roseglen con-
gregation), is back in goal. Avis Bru-
baker, a sophomore dietetics major from 
Newburg, Pa. (Mt. Rock congregation), 
is a link on the team. 
Grantham resident (Grantham con-
gregation) Steve Brandt, a junior com-
puter science major, is the goalie for the 
Falcon soccer team. He posted four 
straight shutouts enroute to Messiah's 
8-1 record at midseason. 
For the Record 
continued from page 25 
Studies at the University of Oklahoma. In addi-
tion to serving in local congregations throughout 
his life-time, he served on the Brethren in Christ 
Board for Schools and Colleges for many years. 
At the time of his death he was assistant chairman 
of the Board for Media Ministries and Director of 
Planned Giving for the denomination, along with 
carrying other church responsibilities. He and his 
wife had been vitally involved with the Oklahoma 
City congregation since its recent beginning. Fu-
neral services were held at the Bethany Brethren in 
Christ Church in Thomas, Okla., with Rev. 
Warren Hoffman and Rev. Charles Rickel offi-
ciating. Interment was in the Bethany cemetery. 
A Tribute to 
Ira M. Eyster 
The Lord blessed the church through Ira Eyster. 
From his early years in his home community and 
congregation on through his broader ministries 
across the Brethren in Christ Church, Ira ex-
pressed his faith through his transparent life. 
Following a career in education Ira Eyster made 
himself available for service to the church in a 
broad spectrum of ministries, from participation 
in church planting to the stewardship ministries of 
the denomination. He accepted appointment to 
the Board for Media Ministries at the time of the 
reorganization of board structures in 1984. Serv-
ing as assistant chairman of the board, Ira was 
called upon, in January 1986, to serve as the Act-
ing Executive Director of the entire program dur-
ing a difficult period of transition. 
With uncommon devotion and skill Ira met and 
mastered the intricacies of leadership of a denomi-
national ministry that is a hundred years old in the 
short span of eight months. He led the staff and the 
program through a difficult period with humility 
and courage. In so doing he earned the respect and 
esteem of his colleagues on the board and the staff 
of Evangel Press, the Evangelical Visitor and 
Christian Light Bookstores. 
We feel a great loss at Ira Eyster's sudden 
homegoing, but we are profoundly grateful for the 
gift of his life and testimony among us. He was an 
up-to-date leader when he was taken from us. May 
the Lord be honored in his death as He was in his 
life. 
J. Wilmer Heisey, Secretary 
Board for Media Ministries 
Johnson: Douglas A. Johnson, 24, of Cham-
bersburg, Pa., died Aug. 10 in the Chambersburg 
Hospital. He was born Sept. 7, 1961, the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Johnson. Surviving are his 
wife, Mildred (Kennedy), his parents, and one 
sister. He attended the Antrim Brethren in Christ 
Church where funeral services were conducted by 
Rev. Wilbur W. Benner. Interment was in the St. 
Thomas Cemetery, St. Thomas. 
Long: Elmer John Long, 47, of Fort Erie, Ont., 
died July 31. Surviving are his wife, Marie West; 
two sons, Kelly and Kary; a daughter, Shanna, at 
home; his mother, Martha Long of Dundas, Ont.; 
three sisters, Helen Berthelette, Mary Doerwald, 
and Mable Nix; one brother, Elvin; and two 
grandsons. Funeral services were held at the 
Kingsview Free Methodist Church with Rev. Carl 
Bull officiating. Interment was in Pine Hill ceme-
tery, Thedford, Ont. 
Snider: Kathleen M. Snider of Waterloo, Ont., 
born June 29,1901, died July 26. Kathleen was a 
member of Westheights congregation, Kitchener, 
Ont., where she was involved in music and mis-
sions. The funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
David Illman, assisted by Rev. Philip Keefer. 
Starliper: Terry Lee Starliper, 17, of Cham-
bersburg, Pa., died Sept. 8 in Greencastle, Pa. He 
was born July 31, 1969, the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Terry Starliper II, of Chambersburg. Surviving 
are his parents, two sisters, and his maternal 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Earl Wagner. Terry 
had attended vacation Bible school at Antrim 
Brethren in Christ Church, where services were 
conducted by Rev. Wilbur W. Benner. Interment 
was in the Parklawn Memorial Gardens, 
Chambersburg. 
Van Dyke: Anna Van Dyke, 89, of Messiah 
Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa., born Dec. 27,1896, 
died Aug. 29. She was a member of the Messiah 
Village Church. Surviving are a son, Wilbur G.; a 
brother, Rev. Charles McCulloh; four sisters, 
Esther McBeth, Lois Keefer, Vida Yoder, and 
Eunice Bainbridge; eight grandchildren; and 6 
great-grandchildren. Services were held in the 
Messiah Village Chapel with Rev. J. Robert Leh-
man and Rev. Henry P. Heisey officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Grantham Memorial Park, Gran-
tham, Pa. 
Wagner: Ruth V. Wagner, 68, of Warren, 
Ohio, died Jan. 2, 1986. She was born Nov. 19, 
1917, in Franklin County, Pa., the daughter of 
Rev. Aaron and Leah Oberholser. On Aug. 8, 
1940, she married Rev. Albert Wagner, a United 
Methodist minister. She was a graduate of Mes-
siah Academy. Ruth is survived by her husband; a 
son, Albert III; a daughter, Lois Pinick; two sis-
ters, Velva Zook and Ida Sollenberger; a brother, 
Christian; and four grandchildren. Services were 
at the Western Reserve United Methodist Church, 
Canfield, Ohio. Interment was in Air Hill Ceme-
tery, Chambersburg, Pa. 
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Central Amencans discuss statement, 
form stronger church organization 
Two concerted efforts—one to find a 
united Mennonite/ Brethren in Christ 
position on strife-torn Central America, 
and the other to form a stronger interna-
tional church organization for the 
region—engaged some 60 participants 
from eight nations Sept. 12-13 at the 
13th annual Central America Anabaptist-
Mennonite Consultation (CAMCA), 
held at Antigua, Guatemala. 
In the days of the Spanish empire, 
Antigua served as capital for all Central 
America, including the present-day na-
tions of Guatemala, El Salvador, Hon-
duras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica. In 
addition to those five nations, CAMCA 
draws participation from Mennonite 
and related churches in Mexico, Belize 
and Panama. 
The theme this year was "The Mission 
of the Church," following up discussions 
many of the delegates had entered dur-
ing a Latin America Mission Consulta-
tion immediately prior to CAMCA. 
National reports on church life today 
quickly produced a common emphasis— 
faithfulness amid violent conflict. The 
question of whether or not to make an 
official CAMCA statement on this issue, 
and exactly what material would be 
included in such a statement, drew con-
siderable attention. 
Some felt that a clear stand was 
needed: "If we don't talk about peace 
today, we're never going to," said Isaias 
Flores of Honduras. Added Adrian 
Gonzalez of Costa Rica, "We should 
approve something that we can take 
back to our church conventions." 
However, one Guatemalan delegate 
countered, "I feel pushed. If we are a 
community of brothers and sisters, we 
shouldn't take decisions without con-
sulting those who are not here." 
An initial show of hands indicated a 
bare majority wanting to go forward 
with a statement at once. Due to the lack 
of consensus, it was decided instead to 
name a three-member committee to 
draft a preliminary document. This state-
ment would be published in the churches 
over the coming year with opportunity 
for suggesting changes, with a final reso-
lution then to be adopted in 1987. 
Cesar del Aguila of Guatemala, the 
Latin American representative on Inter-
national Mennonite Peace Committee, 
was asked to coordinate the year-long 
process. 
The three-member drafting commit-
tee—Raul Serradell of Mexico, David 
Villalta of Costa Rica and Rafael 
Escobar of Guatemala—left the room 
to undertake their work while other bus-
iness continued. When they returned, a 
cordial atmosphere continued to pre-
vail, but clear differences of emphasis 
emerged. 
Victor Martinez of Guatemala, for 
example, observed the proposed state-
ment made no mention of the military 
buildup in Nicaragua. 
"We have to understand why Nicara-
gua is arming itself," replied Nicolas 
Largespada of Nicaragua. 
—"But do we justify it as Menno-
nites?" 
—"It is inevitable." 
—"But do we justify it as Menno-
nites?" 
As drafted, the statement reserves 
most of its criticisms for actions of the 
United States government in Central 
America, while also making mention of 
the Soviet Union's role in the region. 
Nobody rose to defend the U.S. policies, 
but some felt the statement was un-
balanced: 
"We need to look at both sides of the 
coin," said Adrian Gonzalez. 
Eliezer Bravo of Mexico reminded 
everyone the statement was tentative 
and there would be plenty of opportun-
ity for input. He suggested the prelimi-
nary document be published in news-
papers of every country possible on the 
third Sunday of October, a date observed 
as International Mennonite Peace Sun-
day in many Central American 
countries. 
A related agenda item, "What should 
we do in case of war in Central Amer-
ica?" struck some people as oddly stated, 
since there is already abundant war in 
the region. Those who proposed the 
question explained they wanted to hear 
what Mennonites and Brethren in Christ 
would do if international war broke out 
among two or more of the Central 
American nations themselves, pitting 
national armies against each other. 
Ideas were written on the board: Pro-
vide material aid for war victims and 
refugees, make a clear declaration of 
Anabaptist pacifism, create Christian 
communities of faith that are willing to 
die, call all Christians to pray for God's 
intervention. 
Victor Martinez reminded the group 
that all these things should be happen-
ing now. In a similar vein Marcos 
Orozco of Nicaragua urged that Men-
nonites from countries where there is 
still peace go forward now to offer alter-
native service. Added another Nicara-
guan, "Nicaraguan Mennonites never 
proposed alternative service before war 
came. Now it is too late. We get responses 
like, 'You want your boys to be in 
church singing when ours are in the 
mountains suffering.' " 
Nicaraguan peace churches have made 
a joint proposal to the government, but 
to date exemption or delays have been 
granted only for pastors and seminar-
ians. Enrique Palacios of the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Nicaragua urged that 
even now, action by other Central Ameri-
can Mennonites could strengthen the 
Nicaraguans' position that their request 
is part of a historic peace stance and not 
just in reaction to the current crisis. 
Isaias Flores told of Honduran Men-
nonite efforts to gain recognized alter-
native service in recent years. 
John Paul Lederach of Mennonite 
Central Committee Costa Rica suggested 
Anabaptist churches of the region try 
for a more active role in mediating con-
flict. "Why should it just be the Catholic 
priests who arrange dialogue between 
government and opposition?" 
Seemingly everywhere in the region 
Anabaptist churches are already busy in 
refugee work—Mexicans aiding Gua-
temalans, Guatemalans aiding Nicara-
guans, Hondurans aiding Salvadorans, 
Costa Ricans aiding Nicaraguans. 
Adrian Gonzalez reported on his 
church's attempts to assist 216 Menno-
nites from Nicaragua who have fled to 
Costa Rica due to continuing violence in 
their home regions. 
"They live in extremely difficult con-
ditions," he reported. To date, the govern-
ment has restricted the church's effort to 
help. 
For the first time CAMCA included 
the presence of delegates from the young 
Mennonite Church of El Salvador, based 
at Metapan in the northwest corner of 
that country. Delegates reported 110 
members in two congregations, with 
ambitious plans for growth: a new meet-
inghouse has been erected at Metapan 
with seating for 700. 
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To give CAMCA more continuity 
between meetings, delegates decided to 
form a permanent steering committee 
with one member from each of the eight 
nations. These people, to be appointed 
by their respective church conventions, 
will be charged with evaluating the 
future role and structure of CAMCA, 
the meeting schedule, and CAMCA 
relations with various Anabaptist organi-
zations, such as Mennonite World Con-
ference and Mennonite Central Commit-
tee. 
The group also endorsed the sugges-
tion of David Villalta that each conven-
tion take responsibility to keep the oth-
ers informed with periodic letters to the 
other countries. Delegates discussed the 
idea of setting up a CAMCA newsletter, 
but then opted instead for the letter 
exchange. 
It was noted that while this is billed as 
the 13th annual CAMCA meeting, no-
body is really sure that 12 others have 
taken place. Evidence is clear that the 
first meeting was held in Honduras in 
1974 and the second in Costa Rica in 
1975, but no records exist for what 
would have been the third meeting, 
announced for Guatemala in 1976. That 
was the year of Guatemala's catastro-
phic earthquake, and there is no proof 
that the meeting ever was held. 
The host Guatemalans did compile 
an archive of all material available from 
earlier gatherings and distributed a copy 
to each national delegation. Chairman 
Luis Davila emphasized the importance 
of careful record-keeping in the future. 
John Driver, Mennonite Board of 
Missions missionary in Uruguay, offered 
devotional meditations on the mission 
of the church. He cited Paul as an 
example of mission from weakness, a 
perspective that at first may seem 
unlikely. 
"This method of Paul's is very diffi-
cult to understand," he reflected. "Even 
in the churches we have been tempted 
toward seeking power and influence. 
The suffering of Paul, the persecution is 
really notable." 
Added Driver, "Jesus is the model of 
God for his people. Vicarious sacrifice is 
the strategy of God for his mission in the 
world." 
Before leaving for home, delegates 
took up a special offering on behalf of 
Lourdes Alvarado of Honduras, whose 
passport and money were stolen from 
her room in a nearby hotel. 
Coming from nations that are hostile 
toward each other, coming from widely 
divergent socio-economic situations, com-
ing from a mosaic of ethnic groups, 
delegates and visitors all joined hands at 
the end of the two days to take commun-
ion together, pray for each other and 
share warm parting embraces. 
As Leonor de Mendes reflected after-
wards, "Despite all the violence, the dis-
appearances, the persecution, we all 
know there is something stronger." 
—David Shelly, Mennonite World Con-
ference news release. 
Quesims 
Dear Paul, 
I saw a baby today—just a few days 
old and sleeping in its mother's arms. I 
thought to myself, "this is contentment." 
So recently come from the totally friendly 
environment of its mother's womb . . . 
since birth experiencing nothing more 
painful than a momentary gas pain or 
two . . . all needs provided . . . com-
forted, cuddled, content. I looked into 
the face of that sleeping child and I had a 
sudden urge to know that kind of con-
tentment. No deadlines to meet, no 
monthly bills, no guilt about neglecting 
time for my family, no unfulfilled dreams, 
"Guess Onesimus" Game 
One of our readers has suggested the 
Visitor sponsor a "Guess Onesimus" 
game. Playing it is quite easy. 
Simply send us a card or letter, telling 
us who you think is writing the 1986 
Onesimus column. The names of per-
sons guessing correctly (if there are cor-
rect guesses) will be given "honorable 
mention" when Onesimus' identity is 
revealed in the January 1987 issue. 
Entries must be received by Dec. 1 
(which is copy deadline for the January 
issue). Send them to: P.O. Box 166, 
Nappanee, IN 46550. 
no regrets, nothing to cause disturbance 
or distress. 
Of course, reality came quickly as I 
realized that the contentment I was en-
vying was uniquely packaged: limited to 
about 15 to 20 inches in length and a 
weight of 5-10 pounds—and wearing 
only diapers. I was about to conclude 
that my brief reverie was only that, and 
dispense with thoughts of contentment, 
but then I had a fortunate twinge of 
recollection. I seemed to remember a 
line from one of your letters, Paul, only I 
couldn't bring it back to my memory. 
But I couldn't dismiss it either, so I went 
to my shelf and dug through your 
letters. 
I found what I was looking for. And 
what I found is even more amazing than 
the contentment I sensed in the baby 
today. You wrote: "I have learned how 
to be content."1 That really set me think-
ing. Immediately I wondered how you 
did it. I instinctively knew that it wasn't 
by going off to some deserted island or 
hiding away in a quiet retreat. I knew 
better, Paul. You are an action-oriented 
"people person" engaged in the front 
lines of world evangelism. 
Well, I read through your whole letter 
again. Maybe you remember describing 
some of your circumstances—hunger, 
poverty, confinement—not the sort of 
situations that are generally envisioned 
in the same context as contentment. So, 
still wondering how you did it, I read the 
statement again. And that's when the 
light came on. You were not describing a 
situation without disturbance or dis-
tress. The baby I saw today was content 
because it was sheltered from distress. 
You were content, not because you were 
sheltered from distress, but because, in 
the midst of it, you had learned an 
appropriate response. You said you 
learned how to be content. 
Suddenly, I'm hopeful again. You 
see, standing by that contented baby 
and seeing how contentment seemed to 
be packaged, I almost concluded that 
being the adult I am in a complex and 
often distressing world, I could never 
know contentment. But that's not true, 
is it, Paul? If contentment is a learned 
response, then I suspect we can all learn 
it. In fact, as I read on in your letter, you 
revealed the secret. You said you learned 
contentment when you came to know 
and experience Jesus Christ. That is 
when I really got excited. I know Jesus. 
(Thanks again, Paul, for introducing me 
to him!) The Son of God is the central 
reality in my whole existence. This being 
true, contentment (which often seems so 
November 1986 29 
elusive in the midst of our present situa-
tions) is only a choice away! 
As I've thought more about what you 
wrote, Paul, it all became very clear. The 
moment I choose to move Jesus Christ 
from the seclusion of my spiritual con-
sciousness into the arena of my everyday 
living—this is the beginning of con-
tentment. The choice is not difficult, but 
it is deliberate: a deliberate decision to 
fix my mind on things that are true, 
pure, gracious and virtuous; a deliberate 
decision to make the Jesus way (for-
giveness, goodness, obedience to God) 
my way today.1 Even as I write this let-
ter, I have a business situation that is 
very distressing. But by choosing to 
"cast my care on Jesus," I am freed from 
worry. I find contentment and I am 
grateful. The next time I see the baby, I 
will not be envious. In fact, I'll be a little 
sad because its contentment is actually 
quite tenuous, dependent as it is on cir-
cumstances. What I can do to help is 
breathe a prayer that before too many 
years, that child too will make the choice 
that can establish contentment as a way 
of life. 
Content and grateful, 
Onesimus 
1 Phil. 4:11, Amplified 
2 Phil. 4:8-9, Amplified 
'p'hoelre's Journal 
A celebration of friendship 
"No one has ever seen God; but if we 
love each other, God lives in us and his 
love is made complete in us" (1 John 
4:12). I think that means in part that we 
know something of what God is like by 
observing and experiencing him in action 
in other people. One important way I 
experience God's love is through friends. 
I am often thankful for many people, 
but especially for a number of women 
who have modeled attributes I value and 
who have given me the gift of themselves. 
Priscilla's activism challenges me. We 
talk a lot about the issues each of us 
faces in our respective marriages, with 
our children, and in the church. When 
confronted with a difficult situation, 
Priscilla's mind automatically starts 
churning with ideas for things to do to 
solve the problem. She's good at think-
ing up different approaches to a prob-
lem, and she follows through on her 
refusal to passively accept injustice, in-
competence, or "things the way they 
are," but I admire her willingness to take 
risks for the sake of ideas and people she 
believes in. She's done that for me and I 
appreciate it. She's also given me the 
courage to take action when I might be 
more inclined to do nothing. 
Sarah and I go back a long way. 
We're proof that good friendships can 
change as people change. We were teen-
agers and college students together 
(someone used to call us the Bobbsey 
twins because we were together so 
much), but since then we've gone our 
separate ways, even though our lives 
have in many ways followed parallel 
tracks. We have the pleasure of a long 
history together—lots of things to remi-
nisce and laugh about—but we've also 
been able to move beyond those com-
mon bonds from the past to deal with 
the issues that confront us as adults in 
mid-life. It's been especially satisfying to 
backtrack over the years and fill in 
details about ourselves that neither one 
of us could risk revealing to the other at 
the time. Our ability to risk and be 
vulnerable with each other now is prob-
ably the most important reason our 
friendship has not stagnated. 
One of the serendipities of the last 
couple years has been finding a new 
friend in Ruth. Our discovery of com-
mon feelings and experiences along with 
a mutual need for someone who will 
listen have drawn us together. I remem-
ber one time she called me because she 
knew I would be hurt by a public criti-
cism of something I had done. It works 
the other way too: another time I called 
her the morning after a meeting at the 
church at which she had been treated 
insensitively. I knew she'd be hurt. We've 
also found that we have similar propen-
sities toward disorganization and pro-
crastination—it's good to have someone 
who understands my ability to tolerate a 
certain amount of clutter and who sym-
pathizes with me when I'm under pres-
sure to meet a deadline I've known 
about for weeks. 
In a recent, on-the-run conversation 
with Anna, she told me she has resolved 
not to whine any more about all the 
things she has to do. I don't know yet 
whether she has kept her promise, but I 
can't blame her for feeling the need to 
"whine" sometimes. She's energetic and 
aggressive and always getting into some-
thing new. She relates to lots of people 
on many levels. I appreciate her sense of 
balance—on the one hand, she's an 
agitator and a crusader, but on the other 
hand, her age and experience have made 
her wisely mellow and given her enough 
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perspective that she's able to step back 
and be serene and patient. 
When I first learned to know Rachel, 
I couldn't quite believe her. She says 
things out loud that I only think, but 
wouldn't dare say. Her outrageous sense 
of humor and perpetual flow of talk 
often cover up for feelings that she finds 
difficult to handle, but I guess I envy her 
those defense mechanisms. I know that I 
thoroughly enjoy her wit and ability to 
poke fun at herself. She's a good Scrab-
ble opponent, too! 
Rebekah writes me wonderful letters. 
Ever since I received a classic letter de-
scribing her loneliness in a remote 
voluntary service assignment years ago 
(at a time when I was also away from 
home and desperately lonely), I've looked 
forward to her next letter. She has a real 
gift for letter-writing: describing day-to-
day routines with sick kids and car-
pools, venting her frustration in graphic 
and humorous detail, passing on news 
about people we both know, offering 
opinions and insights and advice. I trea-
sure our friendship by letter and often 
wish we could get together more often. 
I have the feeling that most of these 
women—and others I haven't mention-
ed—would shrink from the comparison 
with God with which I began this cele-
bration of friendship. Nonetheless I 
believe that the love I have felt from 
each one is a form of God's love. I'm 
thankful for all of them and for their 
love and care for me. 
Phoebe 
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That's just the way he was. 
I didn't know Ira very well. But somehow when the assignment came to 
think about a Thanksgiving editorial, my mind went to him. 
While Ira was in Nappanee on a business trip concerning the Board for 
Media Ministries, he spent an evening—supper and relaxation, I under-
stand—with the Pierces. Our 11-year-old daughter also happened to be 
visiting Susan, Glen and Linda's youngest, on the same evening. I heard little 
from our Carolyn about the night's events, except that Nathan, friend of the 
male persuasion who had been at Camp Lakeview, had made a surprise visit 
all the way from central Ohio. Linda, known for her gracious hospitality, had 
a houseful—her family of five, two extra little girls, Ira, Roger Williams, and 
two barely teenage boys. 
Now, I'm just starting to be the mother of teenagers. I have my share of 
secret doubts and smiles about budding teen romances. But a memorable 
moment of thanksgiving happened a morning soon after that busy night at 
the Pierces. Ira, with a familiar twinkle in his eyes, and holding his pair of 
half-glasses, popped his head through my office door. Invited in to sit, he said, 
"I just have to tell you what a delight it was to watch your daughter last 
night. . . ." And he proceeded to describe in his Oklahoma drawl the most 
hilariously comical scene of three 11-year-old girls hosting two young boys: 
the numerous primping trips to the bathroom mirror, the giggles, the attempts 
at grown-up conversation. . . . He and I laughed together (when I might not 
have laughed before), and I had no doubt that the evening, as he said, had 
been the highlight of his trip. 
I took fairly great motherly pride in Ira's interest in Carolyn, considering 
his background in education and the fact that he had probably run across 
multitudes of 11-year-old girls in his day. As I reflect now, many (most?) 
people Ira met might have said that he took that same kind of special interest 
in them and in their offspring. Somehow, he delighted in people and made 
them feel very worthwhile. 
That's just the way he was. Or was it? If I understand God's plan correctly, 
Ira was a Christlike, gentle but strong, caring, and capable man because of 
God's patient molding. It just so happens, from my perspective, that the 
Potter did an especially fine job on Ira. It wasn't hard to see Christ in him. 
So when we consider a 66-year-old man who dies in his still productive 
years, how can we be thankful? Does God raise up godly men, cultivate in 
them Christ's character over all those years, just to snatch them away? The 
thought has come clearly to me that physical death cannot possibly be "the 
end" for Christians, if for no other reason than God is too smart to spend so 
much energy molding people toward perfection and then have his work go for 
nothing. Godly character simply has to be a firstfruit of what is to come, and a 
source of great hope. 
Those of us in our middle years may be tempted to overlook the valuable 
resource we have in the senior generation of Christians, making them feel old 
and useless. If we do, we may be guilty of a grave affront to God's handiwork. 
Likewise, when I look at our daughter, and remember the delight in Ira's eyes, 
I am reminded that I want to learn to appreciate her and other young people 
the way he did. I want to remember, as a memorial to him, that God is at work 
in young and old alike. 
Two facts are clear this Thanksgiving: Ira is gone; and thankfulness 
sometimes doesn't come without tears. But thanks, Ira. And thank you, Lord. 
Now, God, please raise up more like him. HJ 
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Next summer, plan 
A get-away experience 
Fun, informality, bonding, "family-ness" . . . a chance 
to live closely with each other, grow, and enjoy compan-
ionship in an informal setting . . . 
More than just another event on the busy social 
calendar of the church, this conglomeration of fun and 
fellowship arose as a significant happening enbracing life 
itself for the individuals who are the church! 
Using the full resources of Kenbrook Bible Camp (and 
even stretching those resources to their limits), the Cross 
Roads Brethren in Christ Church (Mt. Joy, PA) held an 
all-church retreat. Not a specialized retreat for women, 
engaged couples, youth, or singles, this weekend involved 
the total congregation. A special planning committee 
provided everything so that no one person or family 
could not come. The retreat was financed totally on a 
donation basis, so there was no required cost to any of 
the participants. 
A light schedule had been planned to allow for ample 
personal interaction and relaxation. Features of the week-
end included: 
• A casual atmosphere seen by jeans, sneakers, shorts, 
t-shirts 
• Canoeing; sunning on the hillside 
• Shuffleboard among the young and old 
• All ages romping with the huge medicine ball (some 
even romping off it) 
• Footwashing, with many dirty feet, and commun-
ion in an especially warm, loving atmosphere 
• A modern parable performed by the youth drama 
team 
• Pedro the flea, home-cooked stuffed mushrooms, 
talking chins, and music (all part of the Talent 
Show) 
• Lots of talking 
• Marshmallow and gumdrop bunnies (made in one 
of the children's sessions) 
• Learning about the sovereignty of God, and His will, 
in "growth groups" 
So, for your next "get-away experience," why not try 
something untraditional but nontheless significant, like 
an all expense-paid, all-age retreat? 
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